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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: GRADING, AND THE ISSUE OF “COMPETENCE” 

Harry E. Salyards 

The Letters and Opinion pages of Coin World have recently included a spirited exchange 
between EAC’er Alan V. Weinberg, and Martin Paul of The Rarities Group. For those of you 
who missed this, it centered around the assessment of the Adams-Carter-Flannagan specimen of 
the 1804 silver dollar, sold as lot 4303 of Bowers and Merena’s Flannagan Collection sale last 
November 30. A previous writer to Coin World had wondered aloud how a coin could go from 
Proof-45 to Proof-58 over a couple of re-encapsulations. Weinberg replied with his opinion, 
based on “the opportunity to examine the coin several times over recent years,” that “it exhibits 
absolutely no original surface or luster whatsoever,” and that “it has been harshly cleaned and 
exhibits extensive evidence of circulation consistent with an Extremely Fine coin.” 

Passing over the question of how a late- 19th Century, made-for-a-collector ‘concoction’ 
like a Class III 1804 dollar could have received “extensive circulation,” I’d like to focus instead on 
Martin Paul’s assertion that “Alan V. Weinberg is clearly not a competent professional grader.” 
What is meant here by “competence”? Since Paul goes on to describe Weinberg’s summary 
description, quoted above, as “simply untrue,” it appears that “competence” consists in seeing 
original surface, and not seeing harsh cleaning. Furthermore, “competence” consists in an implicit 
attachment to “the standards of our own industry,” as opposed to Weinberg, whose opinion is “so 
detached” from those standards. 

Now, I have not personally examined the coin in question, so I cannot ‘take a side’ on 
these specifics. But what I would suggest is, such a measure of “competence” is a pretty shaky 
reed on which to stake $874,000— or, to bring it back to the realm of the average EAC’er, even a 
couple of hundred dollars. This is particularly true when Paul goes on to admit (to his credit) that 
“it is simply impossible to consistently grade coins the same each time you view them even when 
applying the same standard.” 

Whew! Now that ought to be printed in bold face type across the front of every checkbook 
cover in Collectordom: “It is simply impossible to consistently grade coins the same 
each time you view them even when applying the same standard.” There! Just cut it 
out and tape it on! But where does this leave the issue of “competence”? 

That, in my opinion, is less clear. Certainly, as Paul puts it, “on an important coin like an 
1804 dollar, the grading services should strive to be as careful as possible and arrive at a grade 
they can live with.” No argument there. He goes on to add that “the coin in question exhibits a 
little bit of a shallow strike that may have in the past been confused for wear. There simply may 
have been a ‘learning curve’ at the grading services.” That certainly makes sense. There is a 
learning curve, in coin grading as in any other repetitive human activity. But at what point is 
“competence” achieved? Medical specialty boards have been arguing such questions for several 
generations longer than coin grading services have even existed, and are no closer to an absolute 
answer. In my own obstetric practice. I’m quite certain that my 300th C-section was smoother and 
more intuitive than my third; but was it more “competent”? I don’t know. 

And how many coins of a given type do the professional graders— or dedicated amateurs!— 
have to see before they become “competent”? I don’t know that, either. I do know that I own an 
1801 dollar in an ‘old’ PCGS holder that was graded “VF-25,” which has the luster of a EF-45 
coin— so even the pros may have taken some time to appreciate the idiosyncrasies of large coins 
struck with screw press technology, as opposed to tens of thousands of more-or-less identical 
188 IS dollars. In the end, “competence” may simply be indefinable, though “we know it when 
we see it.” And come to think of it, how does that augenblick impression differ from the “VF-30” 
or “Fine- 12” which you just assigned, to that coin which you laid aside long enough to read this? 


************* 
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Dr. Edward Maris and 1794 C-lb 

Gregg A. Silvis 

In 1995 Ron Manley wrote two Penny-Wise articles which discussed in detail the edge 
lettering on the 1794 half cents, focusing in particular on the relative rarity of the large edge 
lettering versus the small edge lettering varieties.*’^ In the case of 1794 C-1, the rarer subvariety 
C-lb has small edge letters in contrast to the large edge letters that distinguish C-1 a. It has been 
generally accepted that the discovery coin for 1794 C-lb was lot 36 of the F.R. Alvord 
Collection, a lot which realized $3.00. 



F.R. Alvord Collection, Lot 36 

Manley states in his Half Cent Die State Book that “the first example [of 1794 C-lb] 
reported was lot 36 from the 1924 sale of the F. R. Alvord collection, catalogued by S. H. 
Chapman.”^ Similarly, Breen offers that 1794 C-lb was “discovered by F. R. Alvord before 
1924. The discovery piece was Alvord: 36, ‘Fine, Slight defect on edge.’ This has long dropped 
out of sight.”"* Cohen takes a slightly different view, seeing the Alvord coin as a rediscovery. In 
discussing 1794 C-lb, Cohen mentions that “the differences in edge letters on the 1794’s seem to 
have been first published by the ‘Numismatist’ in the November 1921 issue. Commodore 
Eaton’s observations seemed to have been forgotten.”^ In this article to which Cohen refers, 
Eaton states, “There is one more point of considerable interest to a speeialist in these edge 


' Ron Manley, “Rarity Estimates of 1794 Half Cents and Their Relationship to Lettered-Edge Planchet Styles,” 
Penny-Wise 29 (1995): 159. 

^ Ron Manley, “Exploring the Possibility of 1794 C7, C8, and C9 Half Cents with Large Edge Lettering,” Penny- 
Wise 29(1995): 257. 

^ Ronald P. Manley, The Half Cent Die State Book 1793-1857 (Chandler, OK: Advance Graphics, 1998), p. 14. 

Walter Breen, Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents 1793-1857 (South Gate, CA: American 
Institute of Numismatic Research, 1983): 92. 

^ Roger S. Cohen, Jr., American Half Cents, 2"“* ed. (Arlington, VA: Wigglesworth & Ghatt, 1982): 9. There is no 
mention of the discovery of 1 794 C-lb in the first edition of American Half Cents. 
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readings. I think it is generally known that that while in the 1794s, G. 1 to 8. inclusive, the edge 
letters are small, in G. 9 [Cohen 1] they are larger in general. 1 have, however, specimens of G. 4 
[Cohen 4] and G. 8 [Cohen 5] with large letters on the edge and of G. 9 [Cohen 1] with smalt 
letters.”^ Based upon further research, a case can be made that the discovery of 1794 C-lb took 
place some 52 years prior to Commodore Eaton, with the discoverer of 1794 C-lb being Dr. 
Edward Maris. 

Maris is perhaps best known as the author of A Historic Sketch of the Coins of New 
Jersey with a Plate. Published in 1881, this work remains a standard reference for New Jersey 
coppers. Maris was also the author of a small monograph of fifteen pages first published in 1 869 
entitled Varieties of the Copper Issues of the United States ’ Mint in the Year 1 794. In his 
Numisgraphics, Attinelli annotates the work with the comment that it is “an excellent little work, 
worthy the emulation of numismatists. A second edition was issued in 1870.”^ Charles Davis 
describes the Maris work as “the first separately published monograph on large cents or any 
other denomination for that matter.”* * However, in addition to large cents, this Maris monograph 
also discusses half cents. In American Half Cents, Cohen states, “The first listing of Half Cents 
occurred in 1869 when Dr. Edward Maris issued ‘Varieties of the Copper Issues of the United 
States Mint in the Year 1794’.”^ Breen mentions this Maris work as well, and cites it as “. . .the 
first systematic attempt to describe the half cents of this year.”**^ 

In his preface to the 1 869 edition, which is dated June 5, 1 869, Maris remarks that “. . .the 
descriptions given were made from personal inspection of pieces now in his [the author’s] 
cabinet.”’ ’ Maris devotes ten pages to the description of 1 794 cents, enumerating 39 varieties. 
He then devotes two pages to 1794 half cents, describing five varieties. In describing his First 
variety, which is the equivalent of Cohen 1 , Maris states “we find this variety on planchets of 
different degrees of thickness; having the lettering on the edge in larger and smaller characters. 
The latter is on each of the others yet to be described.”’^ He then proceeds to describe his 
Second through Fifth varieties, equivalent to Cohen 2, 9, 5 and 4 respectively. Thus, Maris 
clearly indicates that his First variety came in two subvarieties: one with large edge letters and 


® Commodore W. C. Eaton, “The Recut Dies of U.S. Half Cents,” The Numismatist 34 (1921): 522-523. 

^ E. J. Attinelli, Numisgraphics (New York: [s.n.], 1876): 111. 

* Charles E. Davis, American Numismatic Literature (Lincoln, MA: Quarterman Publications, 1992): 122. 

® Cohen, xv. 

Breen (1983), 6. 

Edward Maris, M.D., Varieties of the Copper Issues of the United States ’ Mint in the Year 1 794 (Philadelphia: 
William K. Bellows, 1869): 3. 

Maris (1869), 14. 
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one with small edge letters. The other four varieties that he described were known to him only 
with the “smaller characters.” This would indicate that Maris had a 1794 C-lb in his possession 
in 1 869 when he wrote the first edition of his monograph. 

As previously mentioned in the Attinelli quote, Maris published a second edition of his 
Varieties of the Copper Issues of the United States ’ Mint in the Year 1 794 in 1 870. In the 
preface to the second edition of this work, which is dated April 5, 1870, Maris states that “the 
whole subject has been carefully gone over, some points noted that were observed since the first 
publication was issued, a number of errors corrected and descriptions added of four varieties of 
the Cent and one of the Half Cent, that have recently come into my possession.” The new 
variety of half cent, Maris’s Sixth, is the equivalent of Cohen 7. In addition to the new variety of 
half cent, Maris also inexplicably modifies his description of his First variety. He now states 
“we find this variety on planchets of different degrees of thickness, having large letters on the 
edge. On each of the others yet to be described they are smaller.”*'* 

It is difficult to interpret the true intent of Maris’s revision of this description of his First 
variety. In this second edition, he now makes no mention of small edge letters on his First 
variety. Had he changed his mind in less than a year’s time? Planchet thickness is not 
recognized as a collectible attribute for 1794 C-1, but he reiterates this point. Is Maris now 
disavowing that his First variety came with large and small edge letters? Or is it the case that 
this is merely an error that crept in to the second edition? 

Yet, Breen, referencing these Maris varieties in his Half Cent Encyclopedia, designates 
the “Maris’s First” variety as equivalent to Cohen la and Cohen lb in the individual descriptions 
of each edge-lettered variety'^ and in his “Table of 1794 Equivalents.”*^ In his description of 
1794 C-lb, Breen remarks that “Maris’s coin was never identified.”*^ This remark of Breen, 
which at first seems a non sequitur in his comments on 1794 C-lb, actually serves to 
acknowledge Maris’s specimen of his First variety with small edge letters as the discovery coin 
for 1794 C-lb and Maris as the discoverer of 1794 C-lb. One can only speculate as to why 
Breen neglected to designate Maris as the discoverer of 1794 C-lb in his Half Cent 
Encyclopedia. 


Edward Maris, M.D., Varieties of the Copper Issues of the United States ' Mint in the Year 1794, 2"‘* ed. 
(Philadelphia: William K. Bellows, 1870); reprinted in John W. Adams, ed.. Monographs on Varieties of United 
States Large Cents 1793-1794 (Lawrence, MA: Quarterman Publications, 1976): 3. 

Maris (1870), 15. 

Breen (1983), 91-92. 

Breen (1983), 120. 

Breen (1983), 92. 


- 52 - 


Breen corrects this oversight in his Complete Encyclopedia of US. and Colonial Coins. 

In the introductory text to Scot’s Liberty Caps in the chapter on Half Cents, Breen comments that 
“Dr. Edward Maris {1869} first described these [two types of edge lettering], but because 
Gilbert {1916} chose to ignore the variation, collectors forgot about them, and specialists are 
still cherry picking rare edge letterings.”'* Entry number 1505 in Breen’s Complete 
Encyclopedia reads: “1794 Same, small edge letters. Very rare. Breen lb; CMM lb. 

Discovered by Dr. Edward Maris. Always in low grades, unobtainable above F.”'^ 

Breen’s earlier remark still begs the question - where is “Maris’s coin?” In his United 
States Numismatic Literature, Volume /, John W. Adams lists three auction catalogs related to 
Dr. Edward Maris. One catalog, that of the J.F. McCabe Collection, cataloged by S.H. and H. 
Chapman and dated June 7, 1905, includes the Maris collection of Albany notes, but is not of 
particular relevance to this discussion.^" The two other catalogs are more germane. 

The first of these. Catalogue of Colonial, United States Coins from the Cabinet of Dr. 
Edward Maris, is dated June 21, 1886 and was cataloged by Harlan P. Smith. As described by 
Adams, “a plated Maris, in one of its infrequent appearances, will command a higher price than 
all but a handful of auction catalogs.”^' Of the six plates included, plates five and six are 
devoted to New Jersey coppers, while half cents appear on plate four. Francis D. Campbell, 
Librarian of the American Numismatic Society, was kind enough to examine this catalog at my 
request to determine whether any 1794 half cents were included in this catalog. He discovered 
that there was a single 1794 half cent lot which reads as follows: 

“294 1794 Uncirculated. Rarely offered so fine.” 

Mr. Campbell also informed me that “To the left of the lot number (294) are the buyer’s name 
and price realized. These are ‘Rogers’ and ‘2.30’ respectively. Someone has also crossed out 
the word ‘uncirculated’ in the description. All of this appears on page 20 of the catalog. Lot 294 
IS not included on the plate illustrations.” Thus, as this lot was not plated, it is not possible to 
attribute this coin based solely upon this catalog description. 


Walter Breen, Walter Breen ’s Complete Encyclopedia ofU.S. and Colonial Coins (New York: Doubleday, 1988): 
162. 

Breen (1988): 162. 

John W. Adams, United States Numismatic Literature, Volume I: Nineteenth Century Auction Catalogs (Mission 
Viejo, CA: George Frederick Kolbe Publications, 1982): 90. 

Adams, 120. 

Francis D. Campbell, private communication, June 21, 2001, quoted with permission. Dan Freidus, Ed Price, and 
Saul Teichman also provided assistance in confirming this information. 
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Such is also the case, unfortunately, for the other Maris-related auction catalog listed by 
Adams, whose rather full title is Catalogue of the Collection of the late Edward Maris, M.D. of 
Philadelphia of Ancient Greek and Roman, Foreign and United States Coins and the Finest 
Collection of Paper Money Ever offered in the United StatesP Cataloged by S.H. and H. 
Chapman and dated November 16-17, 1900, this catalog of 1,391 lots includes three 1794 half 
cents: 


“817 

1794 

Small head. 

Very fine. Brown color. 

818 

1794 

Large head. 

R. as last. Very fine. Light hrown color. 

819 

1794 

Same obv. 

R. Slender wreath. Fine. Pitted by corrosion.”^'* 


Lot 817 realized $3.00, lot 818 $3.70, and lot 819 realized $1.10.^^ Again, given the limited 

extent of these three descriptions, it is not possible to attribute these 1794 half cents by variety. 

It may indeed be the case that “Maris’s coin” can never be identified. Nevertheless, Dr. Edward 

Maris should rightly be considered as the discoverer of 1794 C-lb. 

Editor’s Note : In his Half Cent Encyclopedia, Walter Breen also mentions David Proskey’s die 
variety descriptions, as published in The Coin Collector’s Journal during 1879-1883. 
Unfortunately, Breen’s listings of Proskey’s attribution numbers are arbitrary and confusing. Eor 
example, Breen says the Proskey equivalent of his own 1-A (obverse-reverse) die pairing is 6:5-C. 
In point of fact, it is actually 6-C . because Proskey assigned two numbers (knowingly) to the same 
obverse die, resulting in combinations 1-A and 2-B— which Breen arbitrarily changed to 1-A and 
1-B. The point of bringing this up, is to emphasize that, in the following description (which I’ve 
taken from the February 1880 issue of The Coin Collector’s Journal), what Proskey is describing 
as “No. 6 with reverse C” is what we have come to know as 1794 Cohen 1-a or Breen 1-a: 

*No. 6 with reverse C. Width of date ; top of 1 is 5| distant from 
point of bust, and from the tip of the nose to top of 1 is 9 ; from top of 
1 to shoulder is 2| ; the figures of the date are of the same type as on the 
17j3’s ; they are smaller than the other 1794’s ; the 9 terminates in a 
sharp point, and was originally cut lower in the die, as traces of the 
former cutting are very distinct ; the pole is very thin and terminates 
distant from the border 1, as the bust does also. 

Keverse. Same as No. 3. The letters of the inscription on edge are 
nearly double the size of that on any other variety, (emphasis added) 

Keverse. Very like reverse A ; on the left branch of wreath are but 
3 berries on outside ; the berry on inside has no stem, and is attached to 
the leaf which touches the bottom of c | the right branch has 2 berries on 
inside and 2 on outside; the 1 in fraction does not touch the left ribbon. 

What deserves emphasis is, Proskey found the large edge letters on his variety 6-C as worthy of 
mention; whether or not Dr. Maris recognized a small letter edge die variant back in ‘69, it was not, 
apparently, known to the ni^ cataloger of early coppers by die variety, some eleven years later. 




Adams, 89. 

■'* Samuel Hudson Chapman and Henry Chapman, Catalogue of the Collection of the late Edward Maris, M.D. of 
Philadelphia of Ancient Greek and Roman, Foreign and United States Coins and the Finest Collection of Paper 
Money Ever offered in the United States (Philadelphia: Davis & Harvey, 1900): 45. 

Albert R. Frey and Edourud Frossard, The Copper Coins of the United States. Being the Actual Prices Realized for 
Coins at Auctions during 1900-1901 (New York: Ed. Frossard, 1901): 37. 
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Rarity Ratings of the 1832 Half Cent Varieties 

Ron Manley 

Rarity ratings of the 1832 half cent varieties were assigned in the early 1970s by the late 
Roger S. Cohen, Jr. He indicated that 1832 Cl was “the scarcest of the 1832’s” and that 1832 
C2 was “the most frequently encountered 1832 variety” (7). Walter Breen agreed with Cohen on 
the relative availabilities of the 1832 varieties. When his long-awaited half cent book finally 
appeared in 1983, he echoed Cohen’s opinion that Cl was “scarcest of the 1832’s” and assigned 
it a rarity rating of R2+ (2). Like Cohen, he considered C2 the commonest 1832 variety, and 
assigned it a rarity rating of R1 . 

In 1997, 1 saw little reason to revise existing literature rarity ratings for The Half Cent Die 
State Book (J). However, the relative populations of the three 1832 half cent varieties came into 
question in 2000 when Bill Eckberg published his modest survivor study in Penny-Wise. Eckberg 
reported that C2 was the scarcest 1832 hah" cent variety, not Cl {4). 

Further complicating matters, a large accumulation of 1832 half cents became public in 
February 2001. These 1832s, auctioned in Part I of Larry & Ira Goldberg’s sale of The Benson 
Collection, were collected by Steve Dansky over three decades (5). Specimens were offered in 
single and multiple lots. The ‘Dansky Collection ’ contained an amazing total of 250 half cents 
dated 1832! This represents 5.6% of the surviving population estimated by Eckberg (4). Over 
75% of Dansky’ s half cents were graded VF or better but only 12 were certified Uncirculated (5 
Cls, 3 C2s, and 4 C3s). Unfortunately, a mere 29 pieces were attributed by die variety (10 Cls, 
10 C2s, and 9 C3s). Evidently, about a dozen of the better Dansky coins were certified by PCGS 
and NGC shortly after the Goldberg sale and offered on the Teletrade website between April 
30-May 28, 2001 (6). Little data was provided that indicated whether one variety was more 
available than another, either in circulated or uncirculated grades. 

The factors discussed above indicated to me that relative abimdances of the three 1832 
half cent varieties were uncertain and that a definitive study of their populations was needed. As a 
result, I monitored all eBay appearances of 1832 half cents for an entire year (Internet auctions 
ending 02/02/01-02/02/02). My findings (and those from earlier surveys) are presented in Table 1 
below. Totals include unattributed specimens. 

Table 1. Survivor Databases of 1832 Half Cents 


Database 

Cl (%) 

C2 (%) 

C3 (%) 

Total 1832 Specimens 

Manley 

123 (41%) 

105 (35%) 

71 (24%) 

348 

Reynolds (7) 

23 (38%) 

24 (40%) 

13 (22%) 

60 

Eckberg {8) 

15 (35%) 

12 (28%) 

16 (37%) 

55 

Masuoka (9) 

110(35%) 

99 (32%) 

103 (33%) 

312 
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Discussion 


My eBay database is the largest survivor study ever made of 1832 half cents. It is over 
three times the size of the Reynolds and Eckberg databases combined. Although Masuoka’s 
“1/200 Survey” is of comparable size, it is by no means a random database. Rather, it is a 
summary of specialist collectors’ attempts to obtain a nice specimen from each of the three die 
pairings. As expected, it shows little or no selectivity for one variety over another. I included it 
in Table 1 only for completeness. 

None of these survivor databases indicate that 1832 Cl is the scarcest variety of the year, 
as reference books claim. On the contrary, my data show that 1832 Cl is, to a small degree, the 
commonest variety of the year in all grades. Significantly, I clearly find that 1832 C3 is the 
scarcest variety of the year. This agrees with data Reynolds reported in 1989 (7). 

Eckberg has estimated that 2,600 1854s survive (4). Using the 1832:1854 ratio of 1.93 ± 
0.24:1 that I reported recently {10), surviving 1832s can be estimated as 5,000 ± 600 half cents. 
This is 12% larger than Eckberg’s estimate of 4,450 1832s (4). New rarity ratings for the 1832 
varieties are calculated below. 


Table 2. Survivor estimates and proposed rarity ratings 


Variety 

Obs’d 

®/o of Total 

Est’d Survivors 

Calc’d Rarity 

CQR {11) 

1832 Cl 

123 

41.1 

2,040 ± 240 

R1+ 

R2 

1832 C2 

105 

35.1 

1,710 + 200 

R2- 

R2 

1832 C3 

71 

23.7 

1,200+ 140 

R2 

R2 

Totals 

299 

99.9 

4,950 + 580 




My extensive study of 1832 half cents on eBay has shown that, by a small margin. Cl is 
the commonest die variety of the year and that C3 is the scarcest. My proposed rarity ratings use 
the “CQR modification” of Sheldon’s rarity scale (R2 = 600-2,000, R1 = 2,000+) {11). With 
Breen’s modification (R2 = 500-1,250, R1 = 1,251+X only 1832 C3 has a claim to being R2. 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 55: MARIS 37- Y, 37-f, 38-L, 38- Y, 38-Z, 38-a and 38-c 

Ray Williams 

Now over two months into 2002, it’s time to recall what an exciting year 2001 was. We (as New 
Jersey Copper enthusiasts) started the year with the O’Donnell sale, which will be remembered through the 
decades along with Spiro, Garrett, Taylor, Oechsner, etc. In the spring we had the EAC Convention, where 
there was a wide selection of high quality New Jersey’s available on the bourse floor. One member of this 
census had a table and was selling his collection (a significant collection!). A second collector also has been 
selling his collection privately, with the unsold remainder going to a Bowers sale. For those of you not 
aware, the C4 Convention is held in the fall because EAC has its convention in the spring. This gives us two 
conventions a year, at opposite ends of the calendar, dedicated to early copper and colonial coins. In the 
summer, colonial collectors met once more at the ANA Convention in Atlanta. There were EAC and C4 
meetings, both of which were well attended. This past C4 Auction was a success for consignors and bidders. 
The Maris 24-M went to a friend of mine who is collecting R-7 New Jersey’s by die state. Congratulations 
R.M.! 


This condition census will cover the Maris 37 and 38 varieties that have not already been studied by 
John Griffee. With the exception of the unique Maris 38-L, all of the varieties are of moderate rarity. 
Obtaining examples in VE or better can be a challenge though. Most of the collections in this study group 
have one or more of the varieties now being studied. 

Maris 37-Y; Rarity 4 

Maris 37-Y is the first variety to be looked at. The 37 obverse is commonly known as the “Goiter” variety, 
due to a large die break under the horse’s chin. I’m not aware of a 37 die state which doesn’t show this 
break. In a later die state, a break develops under the plow beam. The Y reverse has an outlined shield with 
the center point half way between the B and U. This variety is very difficult to locate in higher grades. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

37-Y 

R Moore 

AU 

Sam; NJ Collector #4 

37-Y 

J Lorenzo 

EF 

Hessberg, lot 1301 

37-Y 

CA Collector #3 

VF+ 

A Pietri; R Moore; Barnes, lot 




48; Garrett; Picker; Maris 

37-Y 

R August 

VF+ 


37-Y 

KS Collector #1 

VF 


37-Y 

D Wierzba 

VF 


37-Y 

NY Collector #4 

VF 


37-Y 

Pacific Northwest 

F+ 

S Hayden 10/95; Coin Galleries 

37-Y 

CA Collector #3 

F+ 

Picker; J W Garrett; Maris 

37-Y 

S Tanenbaum 

F+ 


37-Y 

Noted Western 

F+ 

Boyd; Ryder; Brand; Hall 

37-Y 

NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 

37-Y 

Northeastern Collector 

F 


37-Y 

R Hulbert 

F 

T Rinaldo 

37-Y 

G Ivey 

F 

M Ringo 

37-Y 

R Williams 

F 

Stack's 3/94 L337; R Smith; 




Rinaldo 

37-Y 

M Wierzba 

VFA/G 


37-Y 

P Scherff 

VG+ 


37-Y 

R Connell 

VG 


37-Y 

G Lyman 

VG 


37-Y 

D Palmer 

VG 

B Keese; Anton 

Double Struck 

37-Y 

S Schaffer 

VG 


37-Y 

L Terrell 

VG 

Griffee lot 59 

37-Y 

C Schettino 

G 

T Rinaldo 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

37-Y 

M Wierzba 

G 



37-Y 

Ocean NJ Collector 

AG 



37-Y 

ANS 

Unk 




Maris 37-f; Rarity 4 

The Maris 37-f again has the prominent “Goiter” break. The f reverse has a prominent outline to the shield, 
very similar to the g reverse. Combined with the 37 obverse, it is common to find varying degrees of die 
breaks in the shield. The first two head-left varieties (49 and 50) also use the f reverse but don’t show the die 
breaks in the shield; therefore, they must have been struck before the 37-f. From the number of 37-f coins in 
collections listed below, it appears to be a popular variety. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

37-f 

Anton 

UNC 


37-f 

NJHS 

EF+ 

Frederick Canfield 

37-f 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 


37-f 

Pacific Northwest 

VF+ 

J Lipka 1 1/00 

37-f 

NY Collector #4 

VF+ 


37-f 

Unknown 

VF+ 

A Pietri; Frontenac lot 162 

37-f 

R Moore 

VF 

Stack's O'Donnell Sale 1/16/01 
lot 184 

37-f 

Noted Midwest 

VF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

37-f 

Northeastern Collector 

VF 


37-f 

KS Collector #1 

VF 


37-f 

J Lorenzo 

VF 

M Ringo 3/91 

37-f 

Noted Western 

VF 

Boyd; Ryder; Mills 

37-f 

C Schettino 

VF 

M&G Griffee Sale; Frontenac 

37-f 

R August 

VF 


37-f 

L Terrell 

F+ 

J Rock 

37-f 

NH Collector #1 

F+ 


37-f 

Pacific Northwest 

F+ 

T Rinaldo 1/95 

37-f 

R Williams 

F+ 

Ringo; Hessberg Lot 1300 

37-f 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 

T Rinaldo; Oechsner lot 1278; 
Dodson lot 3143 

37-f 

R Moore 

F 

JEL Coins 

37-f 

G Ivey 

F 

Griffee; Rock 4/25/91 

37-f 

P Scherff 

F 


37-f 

M Wierzba 

F 

D Wierzba 

37-f 

L Terrell 

VG+ 

R Moore; Smythe 9/95 lot 1042 

37-f 

F McGrath 

VG 


37-f 

M Mayhugh 

VG 

CG 2/96 

37-f 

D Palmer 

VG 

J Rock EAC '94 

37-f 

S Schaffer 

VG 


37-f 

C Schettino 

VG 

Ringo 

37-f 

D Townson 

VG 


37-f 

Unknown 

G+ 

T Madigan; Kirtley 1/86 lot 677 

37-f 

M Soyka 

G+ 


37-f 

Todd "G" 

G 


37-f 

Todd "G" 

G 


37-f 

K Beukelaer 

G 


37-f 

K Schlemmer 

G 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition Pedigree 

Comments 

37-f 

Ocean NJ Collector 

G 


37-f 

C Young 

AG L Briggs 


37-f 

G Lyman 

AG 


37-f 

CT State Library 

AG 


37-f 

ANS 

UNK 



Maris 38-L; Rarity 9 

The Maris 38-L is an unusual coin. It was discovered in 1969 by Robert Lindesmith. The obverse and 
reverse dies were previously known, but not known paired with each other. After being Xrayed by CNL to 
determine that it was not two sides soldered together, it was pronounced genuine. (See CNL page 284) CNL 
page 506 states that this coin is in the Anton collection. To my knowledge, no others have surfaced in the 
mean time. This a rarity 9 and is unique. 


Maris 38-Y; Rarity 4 

The Maris 38-Y has a very small head, tilted slightly up. The date has both 7’s lower than the 1 and 8 by the 
same distance. The 1 is shaped like a J. Ears point to the two legs of the “A” of “AE”. From the sample 
group here, the 38-Y seems much more common than the 37-Y. Below are the coins in the census. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

38-Y 

Anton 

UNC 


38-Y 

Noted Western 

UNC 

Boyd; Brand; Ryder; Mills 

38-Y 

CA Collector #3 

AU 

Frontenac; Boyd; Spiro 

38-Y 

J Lorenzo 

EF+ 

Foreman lot 1383 

38-Y 

NJHS 

EF+ 

Frederick Canfield 

38-Y 

C Schettino 

EF 

B&M Lindesmith 

38-Y 

R Moore 

VF+ 

Stack's O'Donnell Sale 1/16/01 

Maris Reverse Plate 




lot 186; Taylor lot 2214; JW 

Coin 

38-Y 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 

Norweb 

38-Y 

Unknown 

VF+ 

A Pietri; T Rinaldo 

38-Y 

Pacific Northwest 

VF+ 

R August 1/97 

38-Y 

E Kucia 

VF+ 

T Reynolds 

38-Y 

Pacific Northwest 

VF+ 

B&M 5/21/01 lot 1228; T 


Collector 


Madigan; Superior 5/94 lot 27 

38-Y 

Henderson TX 

VF+ 

H Garrett, lot 1 366 

38-Y 

S Tanenbaum 

VF 


38-Y 

S Peck 

VF 

Stack's 3/94 lot 338; H Rescigno 

38-Y 

Anton 

VF 

Taylor; Garrett; Maris 

38-Y 

T Madigan 

VF 


38-Y 

J Lorenzo 

VF 


38-Y 

R August 

VF 


38-Y 

R Blaha 

VF 

M Ringo 

38-Y 

R Hulbert 

VF 

Rock FPL #10 lot 276 

38-Y 

L Terrell 

VF 

Stack's 

38-Y 

D Townson 

VF 


38-Y 

R Williams 

VF 

G Swen 

38-Y 

R Moore 

F+ 

Miller 

38-Y 

Maine Collector #1 

F+ 

P Kagin 

38-Y 

D Wierzba 

F+ 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

38-Y 

D Palmer 

F+ 



38-Y 

NY Collector #4 

F+ 



38-Y 

S Schaffer 

F+ 



38-Y 

P Scherff 

F+ 



38-Y 

M Soyka 

F+ 



38-Y 

R Williams 

F+ 

T Rinaldo 


38-Y 

Northeastern Collector F 



38-Y 

NJ Collector #4 

F 



38-Y 

K Beukelaer 

F 



38-Y 

M Wierzba 

F 

D Wierzba 


38-Y 

F McGrath 

F 



38-Y 

C Young 

F 

L Briggs 


38-Y 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 

Stack's 8/86 lot 1424 


38-Y 

M Mayhugh 

VG+ 

Yesteryear Coins 


38-Y 

R Connell 

VG+ 



38-Y 

R Moore 

VG+ 

Gershenson 7/30/93 ANA 


38-Y 

R Williams 

VG+ 

Rinaldo, CVM 


38-Y 

T Benford 

VG 



38-Y 

R Blaha 

VG 



38-Y 

J Keesing 

VG 

C McCawley 


38-Y 

M Mayhugh 

VG 



38-Y 

F McGrath 

VG 


4 Coins 

38-Y 

K Schlemmer 

VG 



38-Y 

C Young 

VG 


2 Coins 

38-Y 

NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 


38-Y 

NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 


38-Y 

NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 


38-Y 

R Williams 

VG 

H Garrison 


38-Y 

R Moore 

G+ 

Smythe 9/95 lot 1042; Kagins 


38-Y 

K Beukelaer 

G+ 



38-Y 

KS Collector #1 

G 



38-Y 

ANA 

G 



38-Y 

F McGrath 

G 



38-Y 

M Chusid 

AG 



38-Y 

Newark Museum 

UNK 



38-Y 

ANS 

UNK 


3 Coins 


Maris 38-Z; Rarity 4 


The 38-Z variety could be underrated with respect to rarity. The Z reverse is again similar to the g and f 
reverses; outline to shield, center point lower than the outer points, no sprig under shield. The placement of 
the letters, with respect to each other, is the best key to determining the variety. 


1 Maris # 

1 Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

38-Z 

Eastern Collector 

UNC 

J W Garrett; Maris 

38-Z 

Noted Western 
Collector 

AU 

Boyd; Brand; Ryder; Jackman; 
Mills; Parmelee 

38-Z 

R August 

EF+ 


38-Z 

Eastern Collector 

EF 

Spiro 

38-Z 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 


38-Z 

J Lorenzo 

VF+ 



Comments 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

38-Z 

T Madigan 

VF+ 

J Tralins 


38-2 

R Moore 

VF 

S Tanenbaum 


38-Z 

Pacific Northwest 

VF 

J Lorenzo; Stack's Picker II 5/91 



Collector 


lot 195 


38-Z 

Noted Midwest 

VF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

rough 

38-Z 

T Madigan 

VF 



38-Z 

D Wierzba 

F 



38-Z 

NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 


38-Z 

NY Collector #4 

F 



38-Z 

M Soyka 

F 



38-Z 

M Wierzba 

F 

M&G Barnes L52 


38-Z 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 

McLaughlin & Robinson 9/89 lot 


38-Z 

L Terrell 

F 

J Rock 


38-Z 

R Williams 

VG+ 

Stack's 3/94 Lot 339; Russ 
Smith; M Ringo 


38-Z 

S Tanenbaum 

VG 



38-Z 

S Schaffer 

VG 



38-Z 

Northeastern Collector 

VG 



38-Z 

R Williams 

VG 

J Lorenzo 


38-Z 

G Ivey 

G+ 

Griffee; Mituzas 3/10/88 


38-Z 

Unknown 

G+ 

Madigan 

2 Coins 

38-Z 

D Palmer 

G+ 



38-Z 

P Scherff 

G+ 



38-Z 

K Schlemmer 

G 



38-Z 

NJHS 

G 

Frederick Canfield 


38-Z 

C Schettino 

AG 

T Carlotto 


38-Z 

ANS 

UNK 


4 Coins 



Maris 38-a; Rarity 4 


The reverse of the Maris 38-a bears a close resemblance to the Y reverse. The shield is higher in the 
reverse, and the center point is closer to the B . Also the right shield point is much higher with respect to t 

U. 1 was surprised to see how few 38-a coins are 

part of this study group. This variety could be underrate 

Maris thought this variety to be common. 



Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 


38-a 

ANS 

VF+ 


38-a 

Unknown 

VF 

A Pietri; T Rinaldo 

38-a 

S Tanenbaum 

VF 

Grifee lot 63 

38-a 

R August 

F+ 


38-a 

M Mayhugh 

F+ 


38-a 

J Lorenzo 

F+ 

M Ringo 

38-a 

S Schaffer 

F+ 


38-a 

NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 

38-a 

R Moore 

F 

Smythe 9/95 lot 1042 

38-a 

M Wierzba 

F 


38-a 

D Palmer 

F 

M Ringo 

38-a 

C Young 

F 


38-a 

Northeastern Collector 

VG 


38-a 

G Ivey 

VG 

Griffee; Stack's 11/88 lot 1261 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments | 

38-a 

Ocean NJ Collector 

VG 

San Diego 1/88 lot 450 


38-a 

Pacific Northwest 

VG 

Ebay 


38-a 

Noted Midwest 

VG 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 


38-a 

P Scherff 

G+ 



38-a 

R Williams 

G 

J Beymer 


38-a 

CT State Library 

G+ 

Judge Atwood 


38-a 

NY Collector #4 

G+ 



38-a 

S Tanenbaum 

AG 




Maris 38-c; Rarity 3 

The c reverse is one of my favorites. In all of its appearances, with the exception of the 44-c, the shield has 
a die chip at about 7:00 on its rim. In the July 1975 CNL (highly recommended reading), the author reveals 
that the 44-c reverse was re-engraved and the shield made larger. I believe the 44-c shield is the early 
reverse die state. The die was damaged at some point, polished to make it useable, and we see the post- 
damage die in all future pairings. It appears here that most of the collectors in this census were able to obtain 
an example of the 38-c. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments | 

38-c 

J Lorenzo 

AU 

Taylor lot 2218 

38-c 

Eastern Collector 

AU 

Blaisdell 

38-c 

NJHS 

EF+ 

Frederick Canfield 

d/s 

38-c 

Noted Midwest 

EF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

d/s 

38-c 

CT State Library 

EF 


38-c 

C Young 

EF 

P Boisevert 

38-c 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 

H Garrett lot 1371 

38-c 

Pacific Northwest 

VF+ 

Anton 

38-c 

Unknown 

VF+ 

A Pietri; Tom Rinaldo 

38-c 

Henderson TX 

VF+ 

T Rinaldo 

38-c 

T Madigan 

VF+ 


38-c 

R Moore 

VF 

J Rock 

38-c 

R August 

VF 


38-c 

Noted Midwest 

VF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

38-c 

R Connell 

VF 

Bushnell; Ryder; Boyd 

38-c 

R Hulbert 

VF 

J Rock 

38-c 

S Martin 

VF 

Hadeau 

38-c 

S Peck 

VF 

B&M 11/89 lot 1604; H Resigno 

38-c 

H Pietila 

VF 

ACSC 4/99 

38-c 

M Wierzba 

VF 

D Wierzba 

38-c 

Pacific Northwest 

F+ 

G Rogers (Ebay) 

38-c 

Northeastern Collector 

F+ 


38-c 

E Kucia 

F+ 


38-c 

D Palmer 

F+ 


38-c 

P Scherff 

F+ 


38-c 

R Williams 

F+ 

Ringo 

38-c 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 


38-c 

K Schlemmer 

F 

S Barnes privately 

38-c 

S Tanenbaum 

F 


38-c 

R Moore 

VG+ 

Sam 

38-c 

F McGrath 

VG+ 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree Comments 

38-c 

L Terrell 

VG+ 

R Moore 

38-c 

M Soyka 

VG+ 

2 coins 

38-c 

R Blaha 

VG 

J Rock 

38-c 

J Keesing 

VG 

Colonial Trading 

38-c 

K Beukelaer 

VG 


38-c 

M Mayhugh 

VG 


38-c 

F McGrath 

VG 


38-c 

NY Collector #4 

VG 


38-c 

T Madigan 

VG 


38-c 

S Schaffer 

VG 


38-c 

M Soyka 

VG 


38-c 

C Schettino 

VG/G 

J Carr 

38-c 

NJ Collector #4 

G 


38-c 

KS Collector #1 

G 

2 coins 

38-c 

K Schlemmer 

G 

B&R 9/84 lot 680 

38-c 

D Townson 

AG 


38-c 

G Lyman 

AG 


38-c 

CT State Library 

AG 


38-c 

ANS 

UNK 

2 coins 


There are a number of each of the featured varieties whose location is unknown to me, as follows: 


37-f 

EF+ 

Taylor; Garrett; Maris 

38-a EF 

Taylor 


EF+ 

Bareford; Brand; Hall 

VF 

Norweb 


EF+ 

H Garrett; Blaisdell; Spiro 

VF 

H Garrett 




VF 

Bareford; Spiro 

38-Y 

VF 

Bareford; Brand; Hall 

VF 

Stickney 


VF 

Picker 

38-c EF 

Oechsner 

38-Z 

EF 

Taylor 

VF+ 

Bareford; Spiro 




VF 

Picker; Garrett; Maris 


If you are aware of the location of any of these listed, please let me know. I strongly recommend 
purchasing a complete set of all back issues of CNL (Colonial Newsletter) . You will get more information 
per dollar spent than any other reference source. Please write or email if you’d like to know more about 
CNL... my goal for the next census will be to cover varieties 39-a, 43-Y, 43-d, 44-d, 45-e and 46-e. 
Communication with collectors is always welcome; please call, write or email anytime, 


Ray Williams 

924 Norway Ave, Trenton, NJ 08629 609-587-5929 


njraywms@optonline.net 


************* 
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Survivorship of Early Large Cents, 1793-1796 

Ron Manley 


The 1793-dated Cents 


The 1793 Chain, Wreath, and Liberty Cap cent mintages are well established. Do these 
three major types of 1793-dated cents survive in proportion to their original mintages? To answer 
this question, I carefiilly monitored eBay appearances of 1793 cents for four continuous months 
(Internet auctions ending 12/30/01-04/30/01). My data are statistically analyzed in Table 1. 

Table 1. Chi-square analysis of 1793 cents in the eBay database 


Date 

Mintage 

% of Total 

Expected 

Observed 

x" 

1793 Chain 

36,103 

32.67 

21.6 

18 

0.600 

1793 Wreath 

63,353 

57.33 

37.8 

44 

1.017 

1793 Lib Cap 

11,056 

10.00 

6.6 

4 

1.024 

Totals 

110,512 

100.00 

66.0 

66 

2.641 


For a 95% confidence level, the critical value here for chi-square (x^) is 5.99. Since the 
observed is well below this critical value, the cents of 1793 evidently survive in approximate 
proportion to their original mintages. I similarly analyzed the 1793 cents in the Reynolds 
database in Table 2. 


Table 2. Chi-square analysis of 1793 cents in the Reynolds database (i) 


Date 

Mintage 

% of Total 

Expected 

Owned 

— xL 

1793 Chain 

36,103 

32.67 

37.6 

36 

0.068 

1793 Wreath 

63,353 

57.33 

65.9 

67 

0.018 

1793 Lib Cap 

11,056 

10.00 

11.5 

12 

0.022 

Totals 

110,512 

100.00 

115.0 

115 

0.108 


These analyses provide strong evidence that all three types of 1793 cents survive in 
proportion to their original mintages. It is therefore reasonable to conclude that the various 
varieties of 1793 cents also survive in approximate proportion to their original mintages. 

The 1794-1796 Liberty Cap Cents 

Before we examine survivorship of the 1794-1796 Liberty Cap cents, we note that Walter 
Breen’s estimates (the Red Book mintages) for the 1795 Plain Edge (PE) and 1796 Liberty Cap 
cent types have recently been called into question (2). We will discuss these issues, but first, I 
have statistically evaluated Red Book mintages for these dates using my eBay database (Table 3) 
and the Reynolds database (Table 4). 
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Table 3. Chi-square analysis of 1794-1796 Liberty Cap cents in the eBay database 


Date 

RB Mintage (5) 

% of Total 

Expected 

Observed 

xi_ 

1794 

918,521 

58.62 

209.9 

180 

4.259 

1795 LE 

37,000 

2.36 

8.4 

11 

0.805 

1795 PE 

501,500 

32.01 

114.6 

110 

0.185 

1796 Lib Cap 

109,825 

7.01 

25.1 

57 

40.542 

Totals 

1,566,846 

100.00 

358.0 

358 

45.791 


For a 95% confidence level, the critical value here for chi-square is 7.81. Clearly, 
either the Red Book mintage (Breen 's estimate) for 1 796 Liberty Cap cents is much too low — or 
1 796 Lib Caps have a survival rate about twice that of other Liberty Cap cents I 


Table 4. Chi-square analysis of 1794-1796 Liberty Cap cents in the Reynolds database ( 4 ) 


Date 

RB Mintage (3) 

% of Total 

Expected 

Owned 


1794 

918,521 

58.62 

342.3 

322 

1.204 

1795 LE 

37,000 

2.36 

13.8 

43 

61.785 

1795 PE 

501,500 

32.01 

186.9 

119 

24.668 

1796 Lib Cap 

109,825 

7.01 

40.9 

100 

85.399 

Totals 

1,566,846 

100.00 

201.0 

584 

173.056 


Is the accepted mintage for 1796 Liberty cap cents too low? 

In 1998, Craig ShoUey used average die life to argue that Breen’s estimate of 109,825 
cents for 1796 Lib Caps was too low (2). I agree. These cents appeared in both the eBay and 
Reynolds databases at over twiee the number expected from their Red Book mintage. If 1 796 Lib 
caps survive in approximate proportion to other Liberty Cap cents, my survivor data indicate 
that their true mintage was almost 300,000 cents. 

Aceording to Breen, “Scot’s final Liberty Caps are confidently identifiable with the 
109,825 coined in April and May 1796 and delivered between April 18 and about May 10” (5). 
Liberty Caps? Yes. But the final Liberty Caps? I should add that these 109,825 cents were 
officially dehvered under warrant #2 on May 12 and 18 (6). Breen noted that this mintage 
“exhausted the Mint’s remaining blanks from scrap and chppmgs. No more copper arrived at the 
Mint until July 11” (5). 

On page 295 of his Early United States Cents book, Breen reports that 15,000 cents were 
“dehvered” on October 13, 1796 and another 1,675 on October 24 (5). Warrant #3 was officially 
issued for these 16,675 cents on October 14, 1796 (6). Breen beheved these were the first 
1 796-dated cents struck with the new Draped Bust design. But were they? Mint records show a 
second dehvery warrant issued on October 14 for 346,700 eents (6). The 363,375 cents in these 
two October 14 warrants total the 1796 Draped Bust cent mintage in the Red Book (i). Clearly, 
all 363,375 cents had been struck by October 14, 1 796. 
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Breen’s table (p. 295) indicates that these 363,375 cents were dehvered from October 13 
through November 25, with 128,000 stiU “on hand” on December 23, 1796 (5). Evidently, these 
are dates the coins were paid out by the Mint. 

In 1796, a single press was capable of about 13,000 strikes/day. Thus, at least 28 working 
days were required to strike 363,375 cents. If these cents were all Draped Busts, the obverse dies 
must have been available by mid-September at the latest. However, “according to Julian, Scot 
completed a batch of working dies for cents during the first week of October 1796” (5). If this 
date is correct, many of the cents delivered in October 1796 were probably Liberty caps. Breen 
noted that both die state evidence and planchet stock proves that “many Draped Bust cents dated 
1796 were coined in 1797 (and possibly even 1798)” (5). Thus, the 363,375 cents reported in the 
Red Book for 1 796 Draped Bust cents is clearly wrong — whether all of those delivered on 
October 14 were Draped Busts or not. 

The recorded weight for the 363,375 cents in the October 14, 1796 warrants was just over 
10,618 troy pormds (6). Were many Liberty Caps among these 363,375 cents? After 109,825 
Liberty Cap cents were delivered in May 1796, Breen reported that “there were only five more 
purchases of copper through the end of the year” (5). Breen surmised that the first purchase (623 
pounds of Mary Raser sheet copper on July 11) and last (1,914 pounds of T.A.L. tokens on 
December 10) were used for half cents (5). According to Breen, 8281 poimds of “Coltman” 
blanks and 13,999 pounds of copper sheet arrived in Philadelphia on October 16, 1796 (5). 
Indeed, many 1796 Lib Caps were struck on these Coltman planchets (5). However, Breen listed 
an earlier copper purchase in August (5). He did not mention this August 1796 copper in his 
article published in the ANA Centennial Anthology (7). Yet, on page 295 of his new Early United 
States Cents book, he claimed that the Mint purchased 3,794 pounds of Wescott copper on 
August 8, 1796 (5). But, the Wescott copper was not discussed at all. What became of this 
copper! 

The weight Breen reported for the Wescott copper (5) should have been sufficient for 
minting about 157,800 cents — almost exactly the number of “extra” 1796 Liberty cap cents my 
survivor data suggests were struck. Any cents coined from this copper were almost certainly 
struck by October 14, 1796. If used for Liberty Caps, the true 1796 Lib Cap mintage would be 
about 267,600 cents. Using this “presumed mintage”, I reanalyzed my eBay database in Table 5. 

Table 5. Presumed mintages of 1794-1796 Liberty Cap cents 


Date 

RB Mintage fiJ 

% of Total 

Expected 

Observed 


1794 

918,521 

53.26 

190.7 

180 

0.600 

1795 LE 

37,000 

2.15 

7.7 

11 

1.414 

1795 PE 

501,500 

29.08 

104.1 

110 

0.334 

1796 Lib Cap 

-267,600 

15.52 

55.5 

57 

0.041 

Totals 

-1,724,621 

100.01 

358.0 

358 

2.389 


A mintage of -267,600 cents for 1796 Lib Caps gives excellent correlation with my 
survivor database. Many of the 109,825 Liberty Cap cents coined in April and May 1796 were 
made from Wescott copper that had been received in February 1796 (7). Thus, planchets for 
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Liberty Cap cents coined with Wescott copper purchased in August 1796 would be 
indistinguishable from those used for the 109,825 uncontested 1796 Lib Caps coined earlier. 

For some reason, Breen seemed to have been imaware of this August 1796 shipment of 
Wescott copper many years ago when he was theorizing what cent dates were delivered when, 
etc. I think this largely explains why he never considered additional Liberty Caps. The evidence 
supports the conclusion that Wescott copper purchased in August 1796 was used to strike 
~1 57,800 additional 1796 Lib Cap cents delivered (along with the first Draped Bust cents) under 
warrants dated October 14, 1796. 

Which die varieties were most likely delivered in May and which later? The eleven 1796 
Liberty Cap cent varieties consist of two die-chained groups (S81-S85 and S86-S90) and S91. 
Sheldon and Breen agreed that S81-S85 was the first of the two die-chained groups struck. 
Specimens of S81-S85 make up 41.0% of Reynolds database of 100 1796 Liberty Cap cents (4). 
The 109,825 Lib Cap cents deUvered in May 1796 also represent 41.0% of my proposed total of 
-267,600 cents — providing support for my claim that S81-S85 were delivered in May 1796 and 
that S86-S91 were struck months later, and delivered in October. 

Breen wrote that S91 “is isolated, sharing no die with any other 1796 Liberty Cap, though 
its reverse reappears in 1797. It logically begins at either the end or the beginning of the 11 
Liberty Caps” (5). He plaeed it first; Sheldon last. My analysis implies that Sheldon was correct. 

Finally, the Red Book’s mintage of 501,500 cents for 1795 PE cents appears correct (i). 
Sholley argued that the Plain Edge dies could not possibly strike this many cents (2). However, 
these dies evidently did last. Average die life is a dangerous argument, for some early dies broke 
almost immediately while others lasted for multiples of the group average. Notable long-lived 
dies in the half cent series are the “stemless reverse” of 1 804-6 and the “plain 4” obverse of 1 804. 
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EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
Treasurers Ri^xsrt 2001 

2001 Begirming 1 January 60,210.65 


Acct 

Name 

In 

cut 

Net 

101 

Dues 

38,014.00 


38,014.00 

102 

Adverts 

1,500.00 


1,500.00 

103 

Interest 

2,550.07 


2,550.07 

104 

Donations 

5,445.00 


5,445.00 

105 

Issues 

37.00 


37.00 

106 

Tapes In 

.00 

.00 

.00 

206 

T^)es cut 


107 

Mfedals In 

262.00 



207 

Rtedals cut 


.00 

262.00 

108 

Conv In 

9,715.00 



208 

Conv cut 


-18,470.57 

-8,755.57 

109 

EACSale In 

22,441.12 



209 

EACSale CU 


.00 

22,441.12 

110 

Other In 

.00 



210 

Other Out 


.00 

.00 

211 

P-W Print 


-24,944.00 

-24,944.00 

212 

P-W Postg 


-7,784.79 

-7,784.79 

213 

P-W Srppt 


-374.05 

-374.05 

214 

Organiz 


-2,440.14 

-2,440.14 

115 

Lihr In 

.00 



215 

Libr cut 


.00 

.00 

116 

Debt Recov 

9,000.00 


9,000.00 


TOTALS 

88,964.19 

-54,013.55 

34,950.64 



As of 31-Dec-Ol . 


95,161.29 


108/208 and 109/209 — This is receipts /spending during 2001 for tte 
EAC Convention and Sale regardless of year. Numbers specific 
to only the EAC 2001 Convention and Sale were published in 
the Novariber 2001 Penny-Wise, pages 378-379. 

Bottcm Line — EAC Treasury balance increase this year is due almost 
entirely to proceeds from the EAC 2001 Sale (Acct 109) and 
payments on a 1999 debt (Acct 116) . A slight boost also 
cane fron a few nexibers paying their EAC dues (Acct 101) 
this year for five or ten years in advance. 
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EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS, INC. 
BALANCE SHEET 
DECEMBERS!, 2001 


ASSETS 
Current Assets 


Checking account 
Savings account 

Total Current assets 

$ 898.01 

94.263.28 

$95,161.29 

Loans & Exchanges 

16.022.37 

TOTAL ASSETS 

$111,183.66 

LIABILITIES & EOUITY 
Fund Balance 

Excess of Receipts over Disbursements 

$85,067.65 

26.116.01 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY' 

$111,183.66 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2001 

RECEIPTS 


Dues 

$38,014.00 

Advertisements 
Interest Earned 
Donations 
Back Issues 
Medal Sales 
Convention Receipts 
EAC Sale Proceeds 

1.500.00 
3,344.44 

5.445.00 
37.00 

262.00 

9.715.00 
22.441.12 

Total Receipts 
DISBURSEMENTS 

$80,758.56 

Convention Costs 
Printing 
Postage 
Support 

Organizational Expense 
Miscellaneous 

$18,470.57 

24,944.00 

7,784.79 

374.05 

2,440.14 

629.00 

Total Disbursements 

$54,642.55 

EXCESS OF RECEIPTS 

OVER DISBURSEMENTS 

$26,116.01 


************* 
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E.A.C. MEETING AT P.A.N. 

Carl Huszar 

Members and friends of EAC met at noon on Saturday, October 27, 2001, at the PAN 
(Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists) Show, held at the Expo Mart in Monroeville, PA. 

As the group began their introductions, Tom Reynolds made his way into the meeting 
from the bourse floor and we asked him to fill us in on the latest word in copper. He announced 
that the upcoming EAC will be held in Las Vegas in April. On the topic of “good copper” Tom 
stated that, “we’re our own worst enemies”, owing to the fact that EAC members work hard to 
find quality copper and it stays off the market until they sell their collections. 

Tom informed us about the court findings and legal rulings stemming from his situation 
following the Central States Show in April, 1999. In sum, it appears that bureaucracy, federal 
statutes, and restitution law are all contributing factors in slowing down the resolution of this 
issue. 


The group discussed recent trends and the consensus was that early dates seem to be 
the most sought after with middle dates holding their own (yea for those glorious matrons!). Half 
cents appeared to be steady but not with the same enthusiasm as five years ago according to 
our own unscientific poll. 

Discussion then centered on the upcoming Robbie Brown late date sale. This was 
followed by Bob Zavos and Dave Hirt offering some information about their experiences looking 
for numismatic literature. Dave brought a sale catalogue titled, “Catalogue of Coins, Medals 
and Tokens” by W. Elliott Woodward. This book listed coins and prices realized (written in 
pencil) for coins from the Ferguson Haines collection sold at Biddeford, Maine, October 13-16, 
1 880. If we interpreted this book correctly a Crosby 6D (strawberry leaf cent - we think-but 
it was listed as clover leaf) realized $60.00. Bob offered some of his war stories about buying 
early Crosby literature at Royal York Auctions of East Liberty (Pittsburgh, PA) in the early 
1990’s. My literature adventures included my experience or rather my inexperience when I 
unwittingly turned down a chance to buy the Clapp 1798-1799 monograph for $50.00 from a 
coin friend of mine. 


The meeting ended at 1:15. 


In attendance; 

Harold A. Schwab 
Dave Hirt 
Dauna Schwab 


Dick Duncan 
John Eshbech 
Mortimer Kadushin 

*** ******* 


Tom Reynolds 
Robert Zavos 
Carl Huszar 


E.A.C. AT F.U.N. 
Don Valenziano 


A regional meeting was held January 12, 2002 at the Florida United Numismatic annual 
convention in Orlando, FL. We discussed possible Redbook revisions for next year’s edition. 
Mark Borckardt was named chairman of the committee. 

Chris McCawley announced that the February Superior Sale had C. Doug Smith’s 1802 
Large Cents. He also showed a token good for $20.00 at the sale. Chris announced 
that Robbie Brown’s late date collection missing only one variety will be sold June 2nd. 
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The following members signed the attendance sheet: 


Dr. Wallace Lee 

Denis Loring 

Steven Ellsworth 

David Cornell 

John Wright 

Chris McCawley 

Mabel Ann Wright 

Bob Grellman 

Don Weinzapfel 

March Wells 

Fred Lake 

Gene Braig 

Doug Bird 

Rich Deming 

Joe Medio 

Mike Meredith 

Tom Reynolds 

John Bergner 

Mike Swift 

Dale Konigsburg 

Dave Steine 

H. Craig Hamling 

Paul Gilkes 

Hanns Engel 

Mark Borckardt 

Ron Jagney 

Don Valenziano 

David Crenshaw 

Steve Fischer 

Neill Baker 

Mike Ringo 

Dorothy Boiler 
Don Boiler 


************* 

SOUTH-CENTRAL REGIONAL MEETING 

John M. Ward, Jr. 


The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m., Jan. 19, 2002, followed by the customary 
introductions that were missed last time because of so few attendees. 


The attendees in alphabetical order were: 


Horst Britsche 

Fred Frere 

R.J. (Dick) Rudolph 

Eric Sieckman (only half cent guy) 

Earl (Sully) Sullivan 

John M. Ward, Jr. 

Rich Weber 
Bill Yates (dealer) 


Houston, TX (guest) 
Sugarland, TX 
Houston, TX 
The Woodlands, TX 
Pearland, TX 
El Lago, TX 
Houston, TX 
Azie (Fort Worth), TX 


Because at the previous meeting. Sully stated that he had never been able to spot the 
Accessory E on the 1837 N12, 1 brought the Penny-Wise blowup picture of that reverse, plus my 
45/50 (ex-WRTS) coin, plus a foil impression. With the help of the photo. Sully could at last see 
the E, even on his lesser grade coin, once he knew what to look for and where. For once, I was 
surprised to note that the foil impression was inferior for attribution - normally, the foil helps 
because the darkness of the coin is totally obliterated and more details are visible. 

Fred Frere brought his 1837 N10 to show the Accessory N; well, despite my best efforts 
I can’t spot it, either! I have one of those (but not for that reason), so I will look for the N on my 
own some time. 


Sully brought an 1827 N3 to the show; I did not get a chance to see it what with so much 
going on; that is the one with LIBER-Y severely recut. He also brought something totally new to 
me - an 1826 N3, with a “4” cut into the edge, directly centered under the date 1826 . with the 
obverse facing away from the viewer, like so: 4 
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Ed Hipps attended the show with his $30,000 S48 and Heritage (unattended table) had a 
spectacular MS66 mirror-like bluish 1820. River Hollow Coins was there with 19 (count ‘em - 
19) 1793’s, but none would make the CC, unless an inverted CC! Eighty dealers attended, 
which many of us thought a record. We all enjoyed it and look fonward to next year’s GHCC 
Money Show. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 

************* 


WEST COAST REGIONAL MEETING 

Phil Moore 


Jon Warshawsky chaired the Region 7 meeting at the Long Beach Coin Show, 7:00PM, 
Friday, February 22, 2002. Those in attendance were: 


Phil Moore 
Dan Demeo 
Ron Shintaku 
Julian Leidman 
Jim McGuigan 
Doug McHenry 
David Snow 


Bill Noyes 
Bill Yates 
Jon Warshawsky 
Tom Reynolds 
Bim Gander 
Chris McCawley 
Jack Wadlington 


The meeting was called to order and each of the participants introduced himself and 
stated his collecting interest(s). Jon then distributed ballots for the EAC election of officers 
since the deadline was fast approaching. These ballots were collected at the end of the 
meeting to be mailed by Bill Yates. 

Chris McCawley introduced the new revised 2nd Edition of the Late Date Variety book 
by J. R. Grellman, which is now available through M. & G. This edition now lists die state 
progressions and includes photographs of selected varieties and die states. 

It was reported that the fifth known example of 1822 N-14 was sold unattributed on eBay 
this past week. Ron Guth, who is the auctioneer for Superior Galleries, purchased the coin. 
The coin reportedly grades a net G4 and would rank 3rd or 4th in the condition census. (Editor’s 
note: See article elsewhere in this issue.) 

Jon has proposed having EAC ’04 at the Marriott Mission Valley in San Diego due to the 
best room rates and having close proximity to sights. A discussion of possible tours included a 
trip to Ensenada, tours of the Wild Animal Park and San Diego Zoo, and a golf Tournament. 
These would probably happen the Wednesday preceding the start of the show. 

A discussion on having education forums in conjunction with the Long Beach Show was 
brought up by the participants. Jon indicated that our present routine of having Friday evening 
meetings with no set topic did not draw convention attendees to EAC. Saturday show traffic is 
heavier, and would potentially be a better time to have our meeting. If there is a change, Jon 
will notify the group via the Region 8 newsletter. It was felt that these forums should be geared 
for the ‘non EAC’ collector to help promote the collecting of early copper and gain new 
members. The use of lap tops and projection equipment was thought to be the best method, 
and it should happen during show hours on a Saturday. 

Bill Noyes reported that the Noyes/Lusk DVD project should be ready and available at 
EAC ’02 in Las Vegas in April. Chris McCawley reported that the Bill Weber collection of half 
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cents and the Robbie Brown collection of late date large cents would be auctioned at Superior 
Galleries in June prior to the next Long Beach show. 

At the close of the meeting, Jack Wadlington passed around a hard bound and a card 
cover copy of the Peter Mougey sale, which was held in 1910. This was one of the finest 
collections of large cents of the time. The meeting was then adjourned. 

Our next scheduled western regional meeting will be at Long Beach on Friday, June 7, 
2002, at 7;00 p.m. 




2002 HALF CENT HAPPENING 

The varieties for the 2002 happening are: 

1) 1794C-7 

2) 1802 C-1 

3) 1802 C-2 

4) 1832 C-1 

5) 1842 Proofs All Varieties. 

As usual, monitors are needed. If you are willing to monitor, contact Mike Packard at 
carver3@ioip.com or see him Thursday afternoon in Las Vegas. 


2002 COLONIAL HAPPENING 

Ray Williams 

The topics for this year’s Colonial Happening are Unusual Contemporary Counterfeit 
British Halfpence with an emphasis on the years 1770. 1771 and 1772 . Also, with 2002 being 
the 350th anniversary of the Boston Mint, bring your Favorite Mass Silver Coin . 


LARGE CENT HAPPENING 

Jon Warshawsky 


EAC 2002 in Las Vegas brings the 9th Annual Large Cent Happening, that ultimate big 
copper event next to the bar that everyone enjoys (the event, I mean). For those who are new 
to the Happenings, they are a great opportunity to see a group of cents (and half cents and 
colonials) of each selected variety all at once. In 1997, for example, we had about 20 examples 
of S-48 on one table - something that not all of us can do at home. 

For the Large Cent Happening, the following varieties will be shown at EAC 2002; 

1794 S-64 1817 N-7 

1796 S-90 1827 N-12 

1802 S-234 (our 200th anniversary cent next year) 1853 N-19 

If you have any examples of these varieties, I encourage you to bring them. There are 
no requirements with regard to grade. However, keep in mind that this is a kind of ‘large cent 
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beauty pageant’ and there will be judging of the top five cents displayed of each variety. In the 
past, die states and aesthetically pleasing (if not super high grade) coins have been strongly 
appreciated. Traditionally the Happenings are a prime time to see some great coins and get 
reacquainted with some choice people. 

If you would like to share your cents but do not want them handled, please bring a clear 
2x2 holder or mylar flip and our table monitors will ensure that your coins are properly 
protected. If you have none of these varieties, I invite you to join us Thursday night to enjoy the 
display. There will be a sign-in table with a smiling, gracious gentleman (or me) - we will be 
asking everyone who would like to display coins to sign in one hour before the vent begins. 
More details to come. 

I will be looking for table monitors again this year - we usually have two varieties per 
table, so three (3) total tables. If you are interested in assisting, please call or write (email 
jwarshawsky @ dc.com, mobile phone 760.832.0516). 

Special thanks to Steve Carr, Denis Loring, John Wright and the usual suspects who 
provided their input. 


************* 


ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, OH 45215 

For Sale 

#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each 

Jewelers Tissue 4x4 inch sheets box 1000 $7.00 pkg of 250 $2.50 

Xylol 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1000 

Cast Iron Notary Machine converted to make alum foil pressings $34.00 

Cast Iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer $16.00 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. Kraft 2x2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, brown 

Pkg of 100 $3.25 box of 800 $21 .00 send SASE for sample 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior 

Fit Inside Standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample $25.00 pkg of 100 
VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics 

Best glass on market to my knowledge for its size and price 

Extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic $44.00 each with cord 

Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816-1835 $5.00 approx 37 pgs 

Superior Galleries Auction Catalogues Please call or write 

Add $4.25 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS - You must give 
a street address. 


************* 
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2002 E AC CONVENTTON SCHEDULE 


ALL ACTIVITIES IN ORLEANS HOTEL (SECOND FLOOR) 

WEDNESDAY. APRIL 17 

noon security room opens to dealers 


THURSDAY. APRIL 18 

8:00 AM- NOON 
1:00 PM -4:00 PM 
5:00 PM -7:00 PM 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 


COPPER GRADING SEMINAR 
DEALER & EXHIBITOR SETUP 
HOSPITALITY SUITE OPEN 
LARGE CENT HAPPENING 
HALF CENT HAPPENING 
COLONIAL HAPPENING 


FRIDAY. APRIL 19 

8:00 AM -9:00 AM 
9:00 AM -5:00 PM 
9:30 AM -4:30 PM 
8:00 P.M.- 10:00 PM 


DEALER & EXHIBITOR SETUP 
BOURSE & EXHIBITS OPEN TO PUBLIC 
SALE LOT VIEWING (EAC MembersOnly) 
SPEAKER FORUM 


SATURDAY. APRIL 20 

7:30 AM- 10:00 AM 
8:00 AM -9:00 AM 
9:00 AM -5:00 PM 
9:00 AM -4:30 PM 
1:00 PM -4:00 PM 
4:00 PM -5:00 PM 
7:00 PM - 11:00 PM 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
BOURSE OPEN TO DEALERS & EXHIBITORS 
BOURSE & EXHIBITS OPEN TO PUBLIC 
SALE LOT VIEWING (EAC Members Only) 
EDUCATIONAL FORUM 
C-4 MEETING 

2002 EAC Annual Sale (EAC Members Only) 


SUNDAY. APRIL 21 

9:00 AM - 1 0:00 AM ANNUAL EAC GENERAL MEETING 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM BOURSE AND EXHIBITS OPEN 
2:00 PM 2002 EAC CONVENTION ENDS 


************* 


GRADING AND COUNTERFEIT DETECTION CLASS AT EAC 2002 

There are some seats still available for the EAC Grading and Counterfeit Detection seminar being 
held at EAC 2002. The seminar will be held from Sam - noon on Thursday, April 18. Registration is 
required. Last year was standing room only (we had a waiting list), so be sure to sign up early for this one. 

To register, contact Gail Baker (719) 632-2646) email ana@money.org or Steve Carr (913) 383- 
2568 email scarr4002@aol.com. 


************* 
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Thanks to You ! 

the 

E.A.C. 

2002 SALE 

WILL FEATURE 
OVER 600 LOTS 
FROM OVER 50 CONSIGNORS 


To be offered: 

APRIL 20, 2002 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

to 

E.A.C. MEMBERS 

THANK YOU! 
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REVISING COPPER LISTINGS IN THE "REDBOOK" 

Mark Borckardt 


At the EAC meeting held in conjunction with the 2002 FUN convention, a discussion took 
place regarding a complete revision of the listings for half cents and large cents in the Guide 
Book of United States Coins, a.k.a. the Redbook. Many participants felt that some of the listings 
included in the Redbook should not be included, while other varieties that are not listed should 
be included. 

An ad hoc Guide Book Revision Committee was quickly formed with Mark Borckardt 
volunteering to serve as chairman. This is a project for the entire EAC membership, from 
novice to advanced collector. In fact, input from the novice collector will be highly valued, as the 
Redbook is primarily considered a basic collecting guide; an introductory guide. The goal of the 
EAC revision project will be to update the listings, however, as an organization, we will not 
provide price input. There are many individual dealers who specialize in copper coinage that 
already provide contributions to the Redbook. These dealers may desire to provide 
independent price data based on the new listings, once they are completed. 

The following list includes all varieties currently listed in the Redbook. Most listings will 
no doubt remain in the book. A few deletions and a few additions will take place, and some 
listings will be corrected. Each member who chooses to respond should provide his or her input 
regarding individual varieties that should be deleted, others that should be included, and those 
that should be corrected. The committee will weigh the merits of each suggestion, and provide 
a final listing to Kenneth Bressett, editor of the Redbook. Of course, Mr. Bressett will have the 
final decision regarding these listings. 

Any opinions relating to this project may be sent to Mark Borckardt at the address below, 
or by email. 


Mark Borckardt Mark(®bowersandmerena.com 

Denis Lorina DWLonna(a)aol.com 

EAC Revision Committee 


Bob Grellman carellmanfi)aol.com 

P.O. 

Box 1224 


Doug Bird birdcoin(®ao.com 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


John Wright the John® Qtm.net 



Half Cents 


1793 


1804 

Cr. 4, stems 

1794 


1804 

Cr. 4, stemless 

1795 

Lettered edge, with pole 

1804 

"Spiked chin" 

1795 

Lettered edge, punctuated date 

1805 

Medium 5, stemless 

1795 

Plain edge, punctuated date 

1805 

Small 5, stems 

1795 

Plain edge, no pole 

1805 

Large 5, stems 

1796 

With pole 

1806 

Small 6, stems 

1796 

No pole 

1806 

Small 6, stemless 

1797 

Lettered edge 

1806 

Large 6, stems 

1797 

Plain edge 

1807 

1797 

Gripped edge 

1808, 

8 over 7 

1797, 

1 above 1 , plain edge 

1808 

Normal date 

1800 


1809 

Circle inside 0 

1802, 

2 over 0, rev. of 1800 

1809, 

9 over 6 

1802, 

2 over 0, 2nd rev. 

1809 

Normal date 

1803 


1810 


1804 

Plain 4, stems 

1811 


1804 

PI. 4, stem less 

1811 

Rev. of 1 802, Unofficial restrike. Ex. Rare 
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1825 

1826 

1828 

1828 

1829 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1836 

1837 

1840 

1840 

1841 

1841 

1842 

1842 

1843 

1793 

1793 

1793 

1793 

1793 

1793 

1793 

1793 

1794 

1794 

1794 

1794 

1794 

1795 

1795 

1795 

1795 

1796 

1796 

1796 

1796 

1796 

1796 

1796 


Half Cents 



1843 

Restrike 


1844 

Original 

1 3 stars 

1844 

Restrike 

1 2 stars 

1845 

Original 


1845 

Restrike 

Original (Beware of altered date) 

1846 

Original 

Restrike. Lg. Berries (Rev. of 1836) 

1846 

Restrike 

Restrike. Sm. Berries (Rev. of 1840-1857) 

1847 

Original 


1847 

Restrike 


1848 

Original 


1848 

Restrike 


1849 

Original. Small date 

Original 

1849 

Restrike. Small date 

Restrike (rev. of 1840-1857) 

1849 

Large date 

Token (not a coin) 

1850 


Original 

1851 


Restrike 

1852 

Restrike 

Original 

1853 


Restrike 

1854 


Original 

1855 


Restrike 

1856 


Original 

1857 


Laroe Cents 


Chain 

1797 

Gripped edge, '96 rev. 

AMERI. in legend 

1797 

Plain edge, '96 rev. 

AMERICA* 

1797 

'97 rev., stems 

Vafielieswih CTvvIhcxi periods alter date 

1797 

'97 rev., stemless 

Wreath 

1798, 

8 over 7 

Vine/bars edge 

1798, 

Reverse of 1796 

Lettered edge 

1798, 

1st hair style 

Strawberry leaf 

1798, 

2nd hair style 

Lib. Cap 

1799, 

9 over 8 

"Head of 1793" 

1799 

Nor. Date 

"Head of 1794" 

1800 

over 1798, Style 1 hair 

"Head of 1795" 

1800, 

80 over 79, Style 2 hair 

Starred rev. 

1800 

Normal date 

No fraction bar 

1801 

Normal rev. 

Lettered edge 

1801, 

3 errors: 1/000, one stem & UNITED 

Plain edge 

1801 

Fraction 1/000 

Reeded edge 

1801, 

1/100 over 1/000 

Jefferson Head (not a regular mint issue) 

1802 

Normal rev. 

Plain edge 

1802 

Fraction 1/000 

Lettered edge 

1802 

Stemless wreath 

Lib. Cap 

1803 

Sm dt., sm. tract 

Draped Bust 

1803 

Sm. dt., lg. tract 

Reverse of 1794 

1803 

Lg. dt., sm. tract 

Reverse of 1795 

1803 

Lg. dt., lg tract 

Reverse of 1797 

1803 

1/100 over 1/000 

LIHERTY error 

1803 

Stemless wreath 

Stemless reverse 

1804 
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1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1807 

1807 

1807 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810, 

1810 

1811 

1811 

1812 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1814 

1816 

1817, 

1817, 

1818 

1819, 

1819 

1819 

1820, 

1820 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823, 

1823 

1823 

1824, 

1824 

1825 

1826, 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1828 

1829 

1829 

1830 

1830 

1831 

1831 

1832 

1832 


Larae Cents 


Unofficial restrike of 1860 (Uncirculated) 

1833 



1834 

Lg. 8, stars & rev. letters 


1834 

Lg.8 & stars, med. letters 

Small 7 over 6, Blunt 1 

1834 

Lg. 8, sm. stars, med. let. 

Large 7 over 6 

1834 

Sm. 8, lg. stars, med. let. 

Small fraction 

1835 

Lg. 8 & stars 

Large fraction 

1835 

Sm. 8 & stars 

"Comet" variety (die break behind head) 

1835 

1836 

"Head of 1836" 


1837 

PI. crd., med. let 

1 0 over 09 

1837 

PI. crd., sm. let 

Normal date 

1837 

Head of 1838 

Last 1 over 0 

1838 


Normal date 

1839, 

9 over 6, plain cords 

Sm. date 

1839 

Head of 1838, beaded cords 

Lg. Date 

1839 

Silly Head 


1839 

Booby Head 

Plain 4 

1839 

Petite head 

Crosslet 4 

1840 

Large date 


1840 

Small date 

13 stars 

184 

Sm. date, lg. 18 

1 5 stars 

1841 

Small date 


1842 

Small date 

9 over 8 

1842 

Large date 

Large date 

1843 

Petite, sm. let 

Small date 

1843 

Petite, lg Let 

20 over 1 9 

1843 

Mature, lg. Let 

Large date 

1844 

Normal date 

Small date 

1844 

1845 

over 81 (error) 


1846 

Small date 

3 over 2 

1846 

Medium date 

Normal date 

1846 

Tall date 

Unofficial restrike, from broken obverse die 

1847 


4 over 2 

1847, 

7 over "sm" 7 

Normal date 

1848 

1849 


6 over 5 

1850 


Normal date 

1851 

Normal date 


1851 

over 81 (error) 

Lg. nar. Date 

1852 


Sm. wide date 

1853 


Large letters 

1854 


Med. letters 

1855 

Upright 5's 

Large letters 

1855 

Slanting 5's 

Med. letters 

1856 

Slanting 5's, knob on ear 

Large letters 

1856 

Upright 5 

Med. letters 

1856 

Slanting 5 

Large letters 

1857 

Large date 

Med. letters 

1857 

Small date 

****** 

***** 

* * 
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EAC MEDALLIONS AVAILABLE 


A special EAC medallion was struck to commemorate the EAC Convention in Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, and the calendar change to the year 2000. The medallions are IV 2 inches in diameter 
and approximately 2!4 mm thick. The obverse is the Liberty Cap large cent design dated 1794 
and resembling SI 8 and SI 9. The reverse has 'Cape Canaveral, Florida, April 6-7-8-9' around 
the perimeter and 'EAC 2000', a space craft, and an outline of the state of Florida at the center. 
Medallions were struck in copper and in silver. Copper medallions are $6 each and the silver 
ones $21 each postpaid. Make check payable to EAC and send to Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 

A few 25th anniversary and 30th anniversary medallions are still available in copper only. Price 
is $6 each postpaid. Same ordering instructions as above. 


************* 

PENNY-WISE BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 


120 

M/\Y 

1987 

121 

JUL 

1987 

122 

SEP 

1987 

123 

NOV 

1987 

124 

JAN 

1988 

125 

MAR 

1968 

126 

MAY 

1988 

127 

ja 

1988 

128 

SEP 

1988 

129 

NOV 

1968 

130 

JAN 

1969 

131 

MAR 

1989 

132 

MAY 

1969 

133 

ja 

1989 

134 

SEP 

1989 

135 

NOV 

1969 

136 

JAN 

1990 

137 

MAR 

1990 

138 

MAY 

1990 

139 

JUL 

1990 

140 

SEP 

1990 

141 

NOV 

1990 

142 

JAN 

1991 


143 

MAR 

1991 

144 

MAY 

1991 

145 

JUL 

1991 

146 

SEP 

1991 

147 

NOV 

1991 

148 

JAN 

1992 

149 

MAR 

1992 

150 

MAY 

1992 

151 

JUL 

1992 

152 

SEP 

1902 

153 

NOV 

1992 

154 

JAN 

1993 

155 

MAR 

1993 

156 

MAY 

1993 

157 

JUL 

1993 

158 

SEP 

1993 

159 

NOV 

1993 

160 

JAN 

1994 

161 

MAR 

1994 

162 

MAY 

1994 

163 

Ja 

1994 

164 

SEP 

1994 

165 

NOV 

1994 


166 

JAN 

1995 

167 

MAR 

1995 

168 

MAY 

1995 

169 

ja 

1995 

170 

SEP 

1995 

171 

NOV 

1995 

172 

JAN 

1996 

173 

MAR 

1996 

174 

MAY 

1996 

175 

ja 

1996 

176 

SEP 

1996 

177 

NOV 

1996 

178 

JAN 

1997 

179 

MAR 

1997 

180 

MAY 

1997 

181 

JUL 

1997 

182 

SEP 

1997 

183 

NOV 

1997 

184 

JAN 

1998 

185 

MAR 

1998 

186 

MAY 

1998 

187 

JUL 

1998 

188 

SEP 

1998 


189 

NOV 

1998 

190 

JAN 

1999 

191 

MAR 

1999 

192 

MAY 

1999 

193 

ja 

1999 

194 

SEP 

1999 

195 

NOV 

1999 

196 

JAN 

2000 

197 

MAR 

2000 

198 

MAY 

2000 

199 

JUL 

2000 

200 

SEP 

2000 

201 

NOV 

2000 

202 

JAN 

2001 

203 

MAR 

2001 

204 

MAY 

2001 

205 

ja 

2001 

206 

SEP 

2001 

207 

NOV 

2001 

208 

JAN 

2002 


APPROXIMATELY 7 OR 8 OF THE ABOVE ARE XEROX COPIES. THE REMAINDER 
ARE ORIGINAL P-W ISSUES. ISSUES 120 THRU 149 ARE $3.00 EACH. ISSUES 150 THRU 
CURRENT ISSUE ARE $4.00 EACH. FOR ORDERS LESS THAN $20.00, ADD $3.00 
TOWARD SHIPPING. A STREET ADDRESS WILL GIVE FASTER, MORE DEPENDABLE 
SHIPPING BY UPS. SEND ORDERS TO ROD BURRESS, 9743 LEACREST, CINCINNATI, 
OH 45215. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO EAC. 


******«*****-* 
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NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individuals are received by the 
Membership Committee before the May issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to full 
membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER # 

Todd E. Oliver 

Canisteo, NY 

5002 

Jim Lindsey 

Lynn Haven, FL 

5003 

Barry J. Udell 

Bradenton, FL 

5004 

William H. Bates 

Albany, GA 

5005 

Bob Koch 

Carlton, NM 

5006 

Blakely B. Babcock 

Orlando, FL 

5007 

G. Schenk 

Lackawanna, NY 

5008 

Joseph M. Barrett 

Hamilton, OH 

5009 

Bob Barsanti 

Lubbock, TX 

5010 

Al Jernakoff 

Vallejo, CA 

5011 

William T. McCain 

Florence, MS 

5012 

Mark D. Landon 

Brandon, FL 

5013 

Mark Hipp 

Fayetteville, GA 

5014 JR 

Hanns Engle 

Highspire, PA 

5015 


************* 


COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 


For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or 
individuals and their specialties, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. At this point, I am 
not interested in stray initials, numbers or names that cannot be identified as to 
geographical location or trade. I would be pleased to make an offer for coins submitted to 
me, or invite you to send them on approval with an invoice. I am not looking for any 
bargains and will pay any reasonable price, as they are not for resale. Please let me hear 
from you all correspondence will be answered. 


David Bowers, EAC #204 
c/o Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


* ************ 
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Talking Beginners - Doing a Show 

Steve Carr 

If you are a beginning copper collector, you probably already know that finding early American 
copper coins can be trying. Early coppers are not in the main stream of the collecting hobby and most 
dealers keep only a few in stock. And, after your third or fourth visit to their shop, you soon realize that the 
early copper stock seldom changes. What is a collector to do? 

Try a coin show! Most medium sized towns have monthly shows. You can find out about them 
from fliers at your local coin shops, advertisements in the classified ads of the local newspaper, ads in Coin 
World or Numismatic News, or from other local collectors. No local shows? Try a regional show. These 
shows are bigger (there are more dealers) and are held in larger cities, so getting there and back home again 
may require more time. Collectors living several hours away can do these shows in a single day, leaving 
early and arriving back home late. Collectors living farther away might want to spend two days at the show. 
Be sure to call before hand to confirm the show date and times. In rare instances, shows are cancelled or 
dates changed. 

When you arrive at your first show, you see tables running off into the distance, both ways. So 
much opportunity! So many coppers to be seen! But then reality sets in. How can you see even a portion of 
the coppers there, let alone keeping straight what you have seen? How are you supposed to act with the 
dealers when you are interested in looking or buying? How do you act if another collector comes up to the 
dealer you are looking at and offers coppers for sale? It can be overwhelming. 

So, how can you deal with this “show?” Let’s tackle the large number of dealers and coins first. 
To maximize the time you have to see the most coppers, you need a strategy. The first step of your strategy 
should be to know what you are looking for. It sounds simple and makes lots of sense, but many times we 
forget the obvious. You can be looking for coins in a general area, like any large cent, a more specific area, 
like draped bust cents, or a very specific area, like an 1830 N-9. Once you decide what you will be looking 
for, learn some of the pick-up points for these coins, like the high “0” in the date and leaf tips all at C 
position for the 1830 N-9, for example. For an area like draped bust cents, look for a stemless wreath on 
type 1 draped bust large cents. They all are goodies! 

Know what grade and condition coins you are looking for. If you don’t like or want scudzy coins, 
don’t spend your time looking at them. Use your time to look more closely at the coins that do interest you. 
Of course, the higher your expectations, the less likely you will find coins that suit you. In that case, you 
might broaden your “search” area or lower the grade/condition you will examine. Of course, the newer you 
are to the hobby, the less your general knowledge will be. Study the books on our early coppers. Look at 
the pictures, read the text, and note ways to tell the varieties apart.The more you study early coppers, the 
more you come to know them. And, if you know what you are looking for, it just might show up! 

Create a “cheat sheet” that lists any notes for yourself, varieties you already own, and/or coins you 
are seeking. Your cheat sheet might list pick-up points for varieties you are seeking or it might be a quick 
finder. If you have room, bring along CQR or a book that will help you attribute. 

Finally, develop a plan so you can remember where you have been and what you have seen. This 
plan will obviously be a very individual one, depending on what you are “looking for” and how 
comfortable you feel on the bourse floor. Your plan can be as simple as visiting only dealers you know will 
have copper. It might be just walking up and down all the aisles, just glancing at the coppers in the display 
cases. Or maybe you want to see every copper on the floor. In any case, if you maximize your time, you 
will be able to see and closely examine more coppers. 

The best way to maximize your time is to use a map of the bourse floor. At larger shows, a map is 
usually provided at the registration table. At smaller shows (and a few larger ones) a map may not be 
provided. In this case, just make your own. Draw a rectangle on your map for each table, laid out like the 
bourse floor. If you see a coin you like, but are not sure you want to buy, make a note about it in the 
rectangle. The map then becomes your “watch” list. When you are done looking at a table, put a small “x” 
in a comer of its rectangle. This will remind you that you have already seen the coins at this table and can 
indicate areas of the bourse you may not have explored. If the floor plan at your local show does not 
change, make one map and copy it for every show. 

Plan to arrive when the show begins. Most shows open at 9am or 10 am. “TTie early bird gets the 
worm” is a truism at coin shows. If you are one of the first in the door, you theoretically have a chance to 
be the first to find and buy any copper on the bourse floor. It also gives you more total show time to see 
more copper and decide what coins you are really interested in. 
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OK, we’re back at our first show, with dealer tables running off into the distance. You have a plan. 
But how do you behave on the bourse floor? Are there certain rules you need to follow? Are there any 
customs you should be aware of? 

EAC publishes some “rules” for bourse floor etiquette in An Introduction to the World of Early 
American Copper Coinage, the booklet sent to each new member. They are on pages 4 and 5. While not all 
these rules relate to coin shows - some are for auctions and mail sales - eight do. They are listed below (as 
numbered in the EAC booklet) followed by my short commentaiy. All of us should know these rules - they 
are mostly common sense - but perhaps they bear repeating. 

1. Handle a copper coin carefully, grasping only its edges. The coin belongs to another 
person and you should treat it with respect. Oils from fingers can promote oxidation on 
copper coins. This obviously does not apply to a coin in a slab, but be careful not to 
scratch the viewing surfaces. 

2. If standing while examining a coin, hold your other hand beneath it. It is best to sit 
when looking at coins. A shorter distance to the floor! And we do lose our grip 
occasionally. A “fall” can damage an early copper. One good way to look at copper to 
examine the coin above a soft surface, like a felt pad. 

3. Don’t remove a coin encased in an album or holder without the owner’s permission. 
Ask if you cannot see the coin clearly. If the dealer is reluctant, ask if they will remove 
the coin. If they still refuse, perhaps they are attempting to hide something. Pass on the 
coin unless it is something you just have to have. 

4. Don’t inquire as to how much the owner paid for a particular coin, it is none of your 
business until after the transaction occurs. Then, only if the seller is willing. 

5. Don’t attempt to improve the appearance of another’s coin by touching its surfaces, 
washing or brushing it, or by applying a cleaning solvent, wax, or CARE. Even if 
you think the coin can be “improved,” do not try until you own it. Improving coppers can 
go either way - good results some of the time but bad results when we least want them. 
Take the chance on your own coin! 

6. In your eagerness to examine a coin, don’t snatch it from another’s fingers before he 
is finished looking at it. Obviously! The same thought should be applied if you see the 
dealer offer another person a copper at a price you would just love to pay. Give the other 
person the right of refusal. If they do pass, you are next in line. If they buy the coin, 
congratulate them (away from the dealer’s table, of course!). 

7. If several coins are to be shown, return each piece to its owner before examining the 
next. This is a good rule in theory, but is one seldom followed. Most dealers have their 
coins in separate trays that hold 10 or more coins. Often, the dealer will pass the entire 
tray to a collector. It is still a good idea to remove only one coin from the tray at a time. 

9. Don’t belittle another collector’s holdings. Another “no brainer.” We all have different 
tastes (thankfully!), collect what we want and can afford, and have our own, individual, 
collecting goals. Respect others’collections. May they respect yours, too. 

An Introduction to the World of Early American Copper Coinage was published in 1983. Coin 
shows and dealers have changed a little in the past 19 years, necessitating some additional “etiquette” rules. 
I would add: 

1. Be courteous. Another “no brainer.” Everyone of us gets angry once in a while. And 
most of us are passionate about our coins. If joined, these two forces can only lead to 
trouble. Bottle your anger and walk away. If you feel the urge to argue or be rude, do it 
away from the bourse floor, 

2. Don’t clutter up the top of a dealer’s display case. If you plan to use a quickfinder, 
book, or your cheat sheets while looking at coins, first ask the dealer if he minds. If it is 
OK, keep them on your lap. If he says “no,” don’t use your helpers. Remember what you 
can about the coins and look them up after you leave his table. The main reason you don’t 
want to clutter up the dealer’s space is because other people may look over your shoulder 
at coins in the case. If a dealer’s coins are covered, potential buyers cannot see them. 
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3. Use the incandescent lights dealers have at their tables. The fluorescent lighting at 
most coin shows is the absolute worst for looking at early coppers. This type of lighting 
can hide hairline scratches and some toning. Hold the coin completely under the 
incandescent light. Make sure you have a loupe you feel comfortable using. A good loupe 
multiplies the pleasure of looking at a coin! 

4. Don’t linger for a long time and not buy something. You are taking up a space in front 
of the dealer’s coins, a space that could be occupied by other, buying, customers. If the 
dealer does not have coins you are interested in, leave. If you are interested in a dealer’s 
coins, but never seem to buy anything, buy an inexpensive coin occasionally. This takes 
you out of the class of “looker” and puts you in the class of “potential buyer” in the 
dealer’s eye. 

5. Ask if a dealer has any more early coppers. Sometimes, dealers have coins they are not 
displaying. These may be recent purchases or overstock. Some rare coins have hidden in 
dealer “spare” boxes on back tables, just waiting to be found! 

6. Ask for the dealer’s best price. One of those “hidden secrets” of numismatics is that 
many dealers will sell coins for under the price shown on the holder. If this is the case, 
both the buyer and seller will determine the final price. Sometimes, however, a dealer’s 
price is firm and he will go no lower. Pay the price or pass. 

7. Don’t gloat about a cherry pick. Especially in front of the dealer you bought the copper 
from. Save the stories for later. 

8. Always thank the dealer for letting you look at his coins. A smile and a “thank you” 
will be remembered. You never know what coins that dealer may have in the future. 
Maybe he’ll remember you and show them to you first. 

Your hardest challenge will probably be deciding which of the many offered coins you wish to 
acquire. So, just how do you decide whether to buy a coin or not? It’s your final decision, based on what 
you know about the activity on the bourse floor and the coin being considered. 

My own buying strategy is to purchase coins I MUST have when I first look at them. If a coin is 
not in that category, but is nice, might fit into my collection, or might make a good trader, 1 put it on my 
“watch” list and move on. When I want to take a break from looking at “new” dealer’s stock, I go back and 
look at the coins on my “watch” list again. If they have become “must have,” I buy them. If not, I just study 
them for a while longer and move on. If I still like the coin, it stays on my watch list. If I don’t, I mark it 
off. Sometimes, the coins are gone when I go to look at them again. Then, I either commiserate or think 
“Oh well” and mark it off the list. 

Was your first show a success? Do you feel good about the experience (whether you found any 
coppers or not)? Did you have a good time and meet some new people? If you did, your show was a 
success. Oh, there may be some nagging indecisions (should I have bought that one? Did I pay too much? 
Was my attribution correct?). But you can learn from your experiences at shows. Then, the next show will 
only get better! By the way, you will always know you have been successful when you leave a show with a 
copper you just love! 

Enjoy your coin show experiences. 


LATE-ARRIVING MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

There will be a NY-NJ Regional Meeting, for EAC and C4, on Saturday June 1, 
2002, from 1-3 PM, at the Garden State Numismatic Association Convention, 
Ukranian Cultural Center, Somerset, New Jersey. Exit 10 off Rte. 287-Rte. 527 
North-Left on Davidson Avenue, to the show. Agenda: 1) Introductions. 2) 
Review of EAC, Las Vegas. 3) EAC 2003, 2004. 4) A live grading seminar with 
full screen viewing, thanks to Craig Hamling. 5) Bring your Colonials, Half 
Cents, Large Cents for show & tell, swap & sell. Any questions, please contact 
Chuck Heck at (631) 928-0909, or CharlesHeck(§) msn.com; or Craig Hamling at 
(845) 355-4507, or hcraig@warwick.net. 
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BUTTERNUT BITES: #7 FLYING WISE: SECURITY IN THE SKIES 

(This is the third of five articles on security.) 

Steve Ellsworth 

There you are, finally after months or possibly years of preparation, on your way to the 
airport to fly away to an exciting city that will play host to a major or national coin convention. 
Perhaps you are a collector who has spent a lifetime putting together a truly remarkable 
collection of coins that have been in the family for years or a collection that you have worked on 
since you were a child. You plan to finally shop the "bourse" to add those last few "tough" 
coins, or perhaps you're traveling to get two of three offers prior to selling your prized collection, 
in order to pursue other collecting interests. It is possible that you have prepared a coin exhibit 
that has taken years to assemble, by having carefully and painstakingly purchased only 
examples of coins that truly represent the exhibit's purpose for a serious national competition. 
Or you may be one of hundreds of coin dealers, who are required to travel with hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of coin inventory, more times a year than you want to think about. 

In all these scenarios, the individuals involved will have worked countless hours preparing 
their materials to present them in the most favorable light ... yet few will spend even a fraction 
of the time spent in preparation of this enormous investment, to address even the basic security 
aspects of their trips. 

Thieves have been successful in stealing coins or jewelry on the way to the airport in cabs 
and hotel shuttle buses. Thieves have been successful at rental car counters, car pick-up 
points and car drop-off points. Thieves have been successful at airport curbsides, ticket 
counters, security checkpoints, inside secure areas, inside airport restrooms, luggage carousels 
. . . and yes, even on board the aircraft. 

The fact of the matter is that the moment you leave your home or office, you are 
vulnerable to theft, and even more so on your return trip. It would be naive for someone to think 
that by reading this article, you would be impervious to such a crime, but perhaps, just perhaps, 
it will prevent you from being an easy "mark" or target. 

Since I first wrote on security matters over two years ago, I have been sent incident 
reports of numerous thefts. It concerns me that I continually receive these theft reports, where a 
simple prevention step or procedure I have previously written about could have prevented the 
crime. I sometimes fear the thieves ready my security articles more carefully than do collectors 
or dealers. Am I doing a service or disservice to the numismatic community by writing about 
security matters? 

When criminals rob a bank, they can be assured of five things happening; 

1 . The overall take will be less than $10,000 

2. The money they get will be marked and traceable. 

3. There will be a picture of the crime, with them in it, and verified by a host of bank 
tellers and customers. 

4. The crime will be vigorously investigated by local and Federal law enforcement. 

5. When caught, the criminals will likely serve time in federal prison. 

Whereas if the crime is perpetrated against a coin dealer or collector, those five 
circumstances will be quite different: 

1 . The average coin dealer will travel with a minimum of $50,000 inventory, and many 
dealers may have in excess of $500,000. Collections and exhibits can sometimes 
be priceless. 
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2. The numismatic inventory will be hard to trace, and is seldom marked or recorded to 
help convict a criminal. 

3. There will be no photograph of the crime, and likely not even a witness. 

4. Not only will law enforcement be reluctant and slow to investigate the crime, but 
they will seldom have any training in numismatic crimes, and worse, they may even 
suspect the dealer is overstating the values of the inventory to defraud the 
insurance carrier. The fact is that most dealers are either not insured or drastically 
under-insured. Additionally, most law enforcement investigators find it hard to 
believe the amount of money involved. I do know a few law enforcement officers 
that are very knowledgeable in assisting helping other law enforcement officers 
solve a numismatic crime. Two that stand out are Detective Doug Davis in 
Arlington, Texas and Sheriff John Anderson, in Colorado Springspolorado. 

5. If the criminal is apprehended, it is usually by the majority of the investigation being 
conducted by a dealer or collector and their persistence by refusing to be a 
statistical victim. After countless hours, trips to the jurisdiction of the local court 
where the crime occurred, including wasted trips on defense attorney delay tactics, 
the criminal will be given a slap on the wrist with little or no jail time. 

The age-old adage "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure" could never be truer 
than with security. The easiest way to prevent crime is to avoid it by not giving criminals the 
opportunity to perpetrate crimes against you. 

Security risks can never be eliminated, but risks can be managed to a tolerable level. 
Vigilance must always be maintained, as security is a constant. Constantly practice "what if 
scenarios. You need to discuss your security thoughts and ideas with others, especially those 
whom you travel with. 1 like most others have made the mistake of telling my wife when she is 
traveling with me to "watch my coins" while I am in the restroom, getting food or making a phone 
call. Like any dutiful person would do, she watches my coins without my giving any further 
instructions to her on what she is to do in the event of a theft! Is she to scream, wrestle with the 
thief, give chase, or simply do as I have instructed her, to "watch my coins". If this is the case, 
then her reply after a theft should be . . . "I watched your coins, while someone stole them". 
What if the thief is armed? What if there is a distraction? What if there is more than one thief? 
What if we are in a rental car or in a hotel or airport shuttle van? Without proper instructions as 
to what she is to do in various theft scenarios, I may well have put her personal safety at risk by 
asking her to "watch my coins". 

Take a few minutes to write out a brief security plan of your own travel for the trip. Be alert 
and aware of your surroundings. This in itself can be an excellent defense, as criminals avoid 
vigilant persons. My recommendations and suggestions can be useful to collectors and dealers 
only if they continually practice and apply them to their own situations. 

Security is a personal responsibility. Your security is not the responsibility of the police, 
politicians or government. They do not have the means or intention to protect every citizen. 
Unless you are willing to cast your fate and life, to the wind, your first line of security is you. 

As a review, most security can be divided, and developed into four parts: operational 

security, perimeter security, external security and interior security. 

Operational security would be how you operation, also referred to as "your mode of 
operation". You need to ask yourself: 'What kind of target am I presenting?" Perimeter 

security is considered in the immediate area near the target . . . you, and your valuables. As 
an example, while you are traveling, the area that you can physically observe in all four 
directions would be considered the perimeter. External security is considered the outside shell 
or walls of your car, taxi, shuttle or airplane. Internal security would be inside the aircraft or 
vehicle, or anywhere you can physically touch your coins. Your objective should be to try to 
think in ways which you can improve and protect each of these four areas. 
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Operational Security : 

Plan to arrive at the airport with plenty of extra time so you can be meticulous as to your 
own security. That will ensure you extra time so you are not tense, and lose concentration on 
your security plan. The extra hour may be the best investment you will ever make if it helps to 
prevent hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of collectibles from being stolen. After the air 
tragedies of September 11th. two or three hours may be needed . Again, if possible, travel 
with a partner. Discuss your security procedures before leaving and not in public. Try to travel 
with only one checked bag and only one that can be carried on board with you containing your 
coins. This is difficult for some, but do you really need to take two carry on cases, weighing so 
much that the Jet-Way hydraulics readjust when you enter? You may not have everything that 
you would like to take, but you can still take plenty of numismatic materials to have a wonderful 
convention. While I recommend loading your case as heavy as possible while driving, flying 
requires a slightly different tactic. Most airline carriers restrict carry on luggage to 50 lbs. So if 
you are used to loading your case with 80 lbs. or 90 lbs. It is possible you could be denied 
boarding. 

Insurance is an excellent idea for both collectors and dealers. The normal costs are 
approximately 1% a year. For professional collectors and dealers, this cost is a deductible 
expense. Most policies have a number of restrictions and exceptions including coins left in 
unattended vehicles. Some homeowners' policies will cover small coin theft, but many have 
exclusion clauses. Be sure to read your insurance policy carefully, as one policy I reviewed had 
so many claim restrictions that it practically stated that unless the theft was by an armed robber, 
carrying a gun that you could identify, and were positive the gun was loaded, you were not 
covered. Some dealers have unfortunately found that anytime coins are left unattended, even 
at a show, they may not be covered. Also remember that many claims are not paid without 
legal action against the Insurance Company. 

At major coin shows, larger firms sometimes use armored transport for inventories and 
collections. At some, professional numismatists use US Postal Service (USPS) registered mail 
or a privately insured carrier to reduce the risk of loss when sending coins. Be sure to keep in 
mind that the Postal service has a maximum dollar amount for each registered piece of mail of 
$25,000. This may require sending multiple packages. Never send valuables via certified mail. 
There is no recovery process on certified mail should it be lost. If feasible, consider the above 
options, even if you use these services only occasionally. It may be worth the extra effort and 
expense to explore the logistics of them. 

Perimeter Security : 

Organized groups of thieves have been known to operate in many major airports. Los 
Angeles, Miami, New York and Houston have been reported as having some of the highest 
airport crime rates. Perhaps part is due to the large volume of people that pass through them 
on a daily basis. 

You need to be especially alert at airport x-ray security checkpoints because of their 
potential risk to valuables. If possible, let your traveling companion go through the scanner and 
wait on the other side to retrieve the carry on luggage. You in turn should wait to go through the 
checkpoint until after your case has cleared the x-ray machine. Professional thieves like to step 
in front of you, with enough metal to set the alarm off, while an accomplice will steal your case 
from either side of the machine. In addition, security personnel running the x-ray scanners have 
a habit of reversing the conveyer belt when something is not clearly identifiable such as coins or 
jewelry, giving a thief an easy target by reaching in the entrance opening of the scanner and 
grabbing your case, while you are on the other side waiting for your bag to appear. 

Nearly always, you will be asked what the contents are in your case or to open it for 
inspection. I have found that the best way to keep your case contents confidential as to what 
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you are carrying, is to present a 3" x 4" card with your business card on one side, with the 
reverse side up showing the following in large type: "I am a courier carrying rare coins, gold and 
jewelry — if necessary, I may need to request a private inspection as allowed by FAA regulation 
number #108.9." Have the card laminated in plastic. Be friendly, but firm. You certainly have 
the right to ask for a private inspection, but the airline is not required to give you one. Be 
advised that an airline can refuse passage to anyone, with exception of a FAA Sky Marshall. I 
would recommend that if you get an inexperienced security inspector, it is best to simply ask for 
the checkpoint security supervisor (CSS) to help resolve the problem, trying to do so discreetly. 

Remember that the x-ray scanner machine cannot tell what the metal is in your carry-on 
case as it normally shows on the scanner as a large blob. Numerous times I have had security 
personnel yell out "I need to have someone for a private check of valuables"! Or they may even 
proceed to spread out your coins in full view of the public at the airport. What your destination 
city is can be easily obtained by a potential thief, and phoned ahead to his/her accomplices, 
who will be happy to meet you when you arrive. 

Most likely you will be accompanied to a small room or a screened area so the contents of 
your bag can be inspected. It is most important that you handle your coins to, in and from the 
private search area. Never let screening personnel transport or handle your numismatic 
materials. Keep focused on what you remove for inspection to insure that the same is returned 
to your case and not left out as you exit the private screening area. 

Following your private search, while still in the private search location, lock your case, and 
leave it locked till you arrive at a secure destination. It amazes me how people feel that once 
they have passed through the airport security checkpoint that somehow they are now safe, as if 
thieves have also been detected by some new form of x-ray that has prevented their entry. And 
do not think that just because you paid that extra fee to relax in a frequent flyer lounge you are 
safer. Ask yourself "If I were a thief, where would the most valuable attaches and carry on 
luggage be?" Yes, in the Crown, Red Carpet or Ambassador lounge rooms. Even if you feel 
the urge to open your bag and review a recent purchase that made your convention so 
worthwhile, leave it locked till you arrive at a secure location. Should you fail to follow this 
procedure, you have the potential of bringing attention to yourself, that people in the airport will 
know you have something of extreme value in your case, putting not only your valuables at risk, 
but also you and your travel companion. 

Conservative appearance and actions are a must. Avoid bringing attention to yourself and 
your mission. This is not the time to get into an argument over trivial matters or delays. A 
passenger, who is in some sort of "Air Rage" and calls attention to himself by rudeness, poor 
manners or lack of civility, is someone to be avoided. Move through the airport being as 
discreet as possible. Communicate a sense of self-confidence and purpose, head erect and 
vigilant. 

When I first entered the military service, we use to attach a case by handcuff to the courier 
carrying classified materials or valuables. Finally some smart mid-level Pentagon bureaucrat 
realized that if there were ever a bandit or a spy who wanted what we were carrying, they would 
certainly know who it was that had the "goodies" by looking for the guy with the briefcase 
handcuffed to his wrist. Not exactly what I would call low-profile travel. Nowadays, most 
classified material is wrapped in a special paper package and mailed by registered DSPS mail. 

External Security . 

First class travel may be a luxury for most, but if your inventory warrants it, consider 
paying the extra fare. The pre-boarding, seat selection, and additional space I feel make the trip 
slightly safer. You should at least check with the gate agent to see if an upgrade is possible for 
a few frequent flyer miles or a few dollars. The bad news is that those free drinks they serve in 
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first class you will need to avoid. Do not consume alcohol when transporting, carrying or 
traveling with coins. Avoid it completely. A bandit needs only a tiny edge to gain an advantage. 
Don't hand them one in a crystal goblet. 

When waiting for flights do not sit in a waiting area reading coin magazines or discussing 
coins. Never fall asleep in or at any public transportation location. Do not travel with expensive 
luggage, as the bags themselves, even empty, are targets for thieves as they bring strong 
money on the black market. It may not be fair, or even politically correct, but the older and more 
out of shape you are, the more likely you're being picked as a potential target. Make it a habit to 
keep either a hand or foot on your case at all times. That way you at least will not simply walk 
off and leave your case as numerous dealers have told me has happened. 

A cell phone may have become a necessity to some, however, I recommend that you keep 
it turned off while transporting valuables, as they have become an unnecessary detraction from 
your primary mission, arriving intact, without loss of life or property. An individual walking, 
talking, and dialing numbers presents an easy target to thieves. Ask yourself, "Is it really 
necessary that I risk losing my collection so I can let someone at home know what I had for 
lunch?" When carrying valuables, it is best to use your cell phone only when it is safe to do so, 
or in the event of an emergency. 

If at all possible, use a restroom, prior to boarding the plane, and immediately upon your 
arrival. Choose a larger end wall or a handicap stall that will allow a little more room for you and 
your coin case. Keep the case next to you, away from the door and away from the stall next to 
you. Cases have been stolen from underneath the door, many times. If you do hang your coat 
on the back of the closed door, be sure that if a thief reaches over and grabs it, you can live 
without it, and its contents. 

Internal Security : 

At all times, keep vour coins with you, and never leave them unattended . 

Check what type of aircraft you will be traveling before your time of departure. Many small 
commuter aircraft may require you to gate check your carry-on bag or case. Larger aircraft may 
allow two carry-on bags, but may count your luggage wheels as a carry-on item. I know of 
numerous dealers who were required to rebook on a different flight and routed through another 
city because of luggage restrictions. 

Plan to arrive at the boarding gate early so you will have ample time for seat selection, 
giving you a better chance to stow your valuable carry-on in the most secure area available. If 
your case is heavy, it may seem easier booking a seat towards the front, but one to the rear 
allows you to board the aircraft first, as most flights board from the rear to the front. However, if 
you do get a seat towards the rear of the aircraft, do not place your coins in an overhead far in 
front from where you are sitting. When the plane lands, a thief can simply leave with your case, 
while you are in the rear waiting for the usual herd of passengers, who pile into the aisle, only to 
crowd the other jam of humanity, waiting to exit to your front. If possible, try to book an aisle 
seat, placing your case either under the seat in front of you, or in the overhead storage 
compartment across the aisle from your seat, so you can view it. Do not book "bulkhead" seats, 
as there is no storage under the seat in front of you. If you are saddled with two bags, place the 
lighter of the two in the overhead across the aisle from your seat and the heavier one beneath 
the seat to your front. If you are traveling alone, try to remain in your seat for the duration of the 
flight, with you coins in a locked case beneath the seat in front of you. 

Don't open your case during flight unless necessary. If you must open your bag, pack it so 
that any coins are not in view when it is opened. Be aware of your surroundings and your fellow 
travelers. If you must use the restroom, be sure your case is locked prior to leaving your seat. I 
travel with a small cable lock on longer or overseas flights. If I must leave my seat, I discreetly 
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attach my case to the floor seat post in front of me with the lock. I have also modified the 
handles of my case so they are difficult to remove without a "Snap-on Tool Chest" at the thief s 
disposal. 

Never assume that once you get on the plane you have left the bandits behind. One 
Midwest dealer realized his valuables case had been stolen from an out-of-view overhead 
before the aircraft had even taken off. Needless to say, the flight crew was adamant that no one 
had left the plane and that they had no desire to hold up the flight, nor incur the possible liability 
of searching the plane's passengers. The case was never recovered. 

After the tragedies of September 11th, the former guidelines for dealing with terrorists 
have changed. Since you are sitting in an aisle seat, with a case in front of you, loaded with 
heavy objects you may be in a better position than most passengers to subdue a would be 
hijacker. Since everything has been screened and the likelihood of guns or bombs being on 
board is slim, you will have an excellent chance to prevent a potential catastrophe. If the 
hijacker is armed with a small knife, being wood or plastic or anything else, throw anything and 
everything at him/her and rush them with blankets or pillows for protection. Place the blankets 
over them and wrestle them down. If your seat cushion can be used as a flotation device with 
loops to place your arms in, then why not use it as a body shield? If you were lucky enough to 
have a roll of coins in your case, they would make an ordinary fist feel like a set of brass 
knuckles. And can you imagine what twenty $20 Saint Gaudens Gold coins in your sock would 
do when used as a swinging mace? One thing is for sure, the pilots do not plan to open the 
door on such an occasion, and so if you are not fortunate enough to have an undercover FAA 
Sky Marshall on your flight, your survival is pretty much up to you. 

Make every effort to be at the luggage carousel when your bag first arrives. Thieves 
watch for bags that make three or four circles on the carousel before snatching it. 

Taxi Cabs & Airport Shuttles: 

Keep your valuable case in the cab or shuttle with you at your seat. Do not put the case in 
a rear compartment or trunk as I have observed many professional numismatists doing. Most 
cabs do not have locking trunks, or the cabbies simply leave the trunk key in the lock. This 
makes the cabby's life easy but also easy for a bandit as items can be easily removed at stops. 
While you are traveling in a shuttle, another passenger could remove your coins unintentionally 
or intentionally. A classic case study is a dealer friend who told me that he had placed a 
briefcase of valuables in a cab first, and then as he stood on the curb, watched the cab speed 
off. Fortunately, he was a former college football player and was able to chase the vehicle nine 
blocks in New York City traffic, catch up to the cab, and discuss the problem physically with the 
cabby. He later told me that he was afraid of being sued or reported to police by the cabby, so 
he ended up hiring the hack to take him to his destination . . . then tipped him. 

Most robberies occur in parking lots, alleys, parks, public transportation centers, financial 
institutions, and retail stores with jewelry or coins. If you are involved in a robbery, statistics 
report that two-thirds of the criminals will be armed with some sort of weapon. If the robber only 
wants your money or coins, by all means let the robber or mugger have it. Do not resist, do not 
scream, but cooperate with the robber. Assume the weapon is real and will be used on you if 
you do not cooperate. Try instead to get as detailed a description of your assailant as possible. 
It is difficult to focus during a theft, but make a concentrated effort to note the height, weight, 
complexion, hairstyle and color, distinguishing features, clothes, shoes, number persons 
involved and any weapons that you observe, as well as car color, make and model, and the big 
one, the license or tag number. The more complete description you can give the investigator, 
the better. However, as I have previously written, if you are involved in a hijacking, or 
carjacking, then vour best defense may be an aggressive offensive . 
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Always carry a small wad of "throw down" small cash with a $20 bill on top. Have it 
available to give to a possible robber or mugger. If accosted, you will have something to give 
up. A twenty and few other smaller bills may satisfy most robbers, especially if they are 
supporting a drug habit. Report the incident to police as soon as possible. If there is a chance 
of apprehension of the perpetrator, it usually is within the first 30 minutes. 

Firearms: 

If your decision were to carry a weapon of any kind, it should never be taken with you 
onboard an aircraft. It is a federal offense to carry a weapon aboard an aircraft, or carrying an 
undeclared weapon inside of checked baggage. The fines and penalties are very stiff. Should 
you elect to travel with a weapon, it must be declared at check in, in a hard, locked case as one 
of your checked bags. Federal law no longer requires you to place an external bright orange 
tag, identifying your luggage as containing a firearm. With the lost luggage problem and theft, 
most have realized it was a risky requirement. Now, the required procedure is that the 
hardened weapon container must be unlocked and the weapon unloaded, clear and on safe. 
The ticket agent will then have you sign and date a tag that states: "I declare, as required by 
Federal Air Regulation 108.11, that the firearm(s) being checked as baggage is (are) unloaded." 
This tag will then be placed inside the hard container, and then you will be required to lock the 
container in front of the ticket agent. After this the locked weapon case will be checked as any 
other baggage, which you can retrieve at your destination on the luggage carrousel. You are 
also allowed to place the locked hard container inside another less conspicuous piece of 
luggage to be checked. 

Airlines have conflicting requirements as to travel with ammunition. My advice is to be 
sure to check thoroughly with the airline to see if it is worth it. If they prohibit you taking 
ammunition in your checked luggage, it would require you to travel to a gun store, and purchase 
ammunition for your weapon during your stay. Then you would be required to dispose of the 
ammunition before your return flight home. Knowing that the odds are far more likely of having 
your bag stolen while hanging your body over an airline ticket counter, oblivious to your valuable 
case, than being held up by a robber, it makes traveling with a weapon questionable at best. 

In addition, you must be familiar with the local and state firearm laws of the area you will 
be arriving. As of this writing, 33 states will issue a "right to carry" firearm permit. In addition, 
the state of Ohio also has a bill pending for a citizen to have a right to carry a weapon. Some 
states have reciprocity with other states in recognizing those states' concealed carry permits. 
Some states do not. Well meaning politicians have passed over 20,000 gun laws in the United 
States that have little, if any effect on the perpetrators of violent crime, but enormous 
ramifications on the average honest law abiding citizen who wishes to defend himself. My 
advice is unless you know and can abide by the laws of your own state, and the laws of the city 
and state of your destination, do not plan on transporting a weapon in your checked luggage. 

Another consideration in transporting a firearm is that some numismatic conventions have 
written into their contract that dealers are prohibited from taking a firearm on the bourse. 
However, I am not aware of the public attending a convention ever being advised that firearms 
are prohibited. In light of some recent legal cases involving a facility or an organization being 
held liable for assuming the responsibility for the safety of the attendees, by prohibiting a 
licensed person the right to protect himself, in the future, most organizations will likely have that 
clause removed. 

I really think most people honestly believe that crimes will be perpetrated against someone 
else. The fallacy with that thinking is that statistically the more years and the more coin 
conventions you attend, the more likely you will eventually become a victim. If you ask airport 
police how crimes are committed in airports, most will say, "When people travel, it somehow 
turns completely sane individuals into complete fools. Stupidity is how most crimes are 
committed at airports." 
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This paper is not intended in any way to be a legal or tactical guide. All information is from open non- 
restricted sources. Your thoughts and ideas are always welcomed. Address them to: Colonel Steven 

Ellsworth, c/o BUTTERNUT, Post Office Box 498, Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498. E-mail: 
Buttemut@Buttemut.org WebSite: WWW.Buttemut.org 

Col. Steven Ellsworth is a highly decorated retired Army Colonel with over 32 years of service. Among his 
many assignments include serving in the Army's elite Special Forces or Green Berets, as a Ranger and as a 
Pathfinder. He has had assignments as a Physical, Intelligence and Communication Security Inspector. He 
has received specialized training in anti-terrorist, physical, intelligence and personal protective security. He 
currently is a full time coin dealer and collector and severs as the American Numismatic Association's 
Regional Coordinator for the Mid Atlantic States and is President of the Virginia Numismatic Association. 

************* 


NEW 1822 N-14 SOLD ON E-BAY 

Rodney Bolton 


I lost out on this coin at $3200 bid with three seconds left. It would have been the best 
buy ever at the closing price. They are still out there! 

Editor's Note : This coin is mentioned, as well, in the West Coast Regional Meeting Report, in 
this issue of P-W. 



************* 
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MAKING SENSE 

John D. Wright 


Let's see how far you have to read before you know the year. 

Shaka becomes king of the Zulus in South Africa. He will be a major problem to the British and 
the Dutch for the next twelve years. Brazil declares herself an Empire independent from 
Portugal, and Argentina declares her independence from Spain. 

British economic crisis following the end of the Napoleonic Wars causes widespread emigration 
to the United States and Canada. Britain, besides her manufacturing woes ('Who will buy my 
guns today?"), is suffering from the same non-Summer as we are, and her crops are a 
disaster. In North American this is known as "the year without a summer" due to airborne ash 
from a volcanic eruption half a globe away the previous year. Ten-inch snows fall in New 
England in July and August of this year. 

At the beginning of this year the U.S. public debt tops $127 million, or $15 for each citizen — 
today it is much MUCH more! In an effort to encourage local manufacture, the U.S. Congress 
imposes a 25% tariff on ail imported goods. New England ship owners call the tariff "unfair". 

The Second National Bank is chartered by Congress this year, and Baltimore becomes the first 
city to launch a gas company. The "Gas Light Company of Baltimore" lights the city's streets. 

The American Bible Society is founded this year, chartered to "translate and distribute the Bible 
to all languages of the world". By today this Society has translated the Bible into over 1,000 
languages. 

A radically new steam-powered riverboat is designed, built, and launched by Henry Shreve. 
Sitting high atop the waters with only a four-foot draft and driven by huge paddlewheels, the 
design is perfectly suited for river traffic and is instantly popular. Within four years more than 
sixty versions of the "floating wedding cake" will be plying the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. A 
river-town in Louisiana will honor Shreve with its name. 

Indiana becomes the nineteenth state of the Union, the first new state in four years. Early 
maps show Indiana "filling up from the bottom with counties like a bucket with water". 

The American Colonization Society is formed for the purpose of recolonizing free American 
Negroes to Africa. The efforts of this Society will lead to an African settlement in 1822 which 
will become the Republic of Liberia in 1847. The first recolonization settlement will become the 
capital of the new Republic, named "Monrovia" for the U.S. President elected the year the ACS 
was founded. The first American/Liberian "coins" are large-cent sized coper tokens dated 1816 
and struck for the ACS. 

Due to a fire in January, the U.S. mint at Philadelphia has no functioning machinery for 
producing strips for planchets. Since the mint creates its own precious-metal blanks but buys 
copper planchets ready-made, only copper is struck this year. Being in the fifth year of a 
fourteen-year half-cent hiatus, this means large cents are the only U.S. coins bearing an 1816 
date (besides the privately-struck Liberian tokens mentioned earlier). 

Seven obverse dies are mated with eight reverses in nine combinations to strike 2,820,982 
U.S. cents of this year. All are struck on planchets imported from Britain. Only two of the nine 
varieties are scarce, and there are no great rarities of 1816 — unless you insist on a full run in 
Uncirculated grade. 

Since most die-pairs of 1816 are not chained to other varieties, it is impossible to tell which 
variety was made first. Why would one even care? Because the first delivery of 1816-dated 
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cents was made late in 1815 - and there are no 1815-dated cents! Whichever 1816 cent was 
first is this country's only "1815" cent. 

This year introduces a new head to the coppers. The "Matron Head" cents of 1816-1835 (a 
term that seems to have gained wide usage since I introduced it in the mid-1970's) are the low 
point in copper coin art, though not so depressing as the dowager that began gracing U.S. 
silver and gold coins a few years earlier. And yet, a nice unworn example of this pulchritude- 
deprived design is a joy to behold, when one sees it as a talisman to a significant period from 
our past instead of just "a REALLY ugly design". 

***★**♦*★★**★ 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Bob Julian writes. 

This is a catch-all letter as it is meant to cover several points. The following may be of passing 

interest to members of EAC: 

1) It is time, I think, for EAC to join the modern age. Printing was invented in the 15th century 
and books, even in manuscript form were bound long before that. Penny-Wise should be 
bound as all other periodicals, especially such as those done by less-affluent clubs (JCRS, 
LSCC, RNS, etc.) for ease of reference and general reading; it may have made "cents" to 
do this in the early days of P-W but now it does not. Those who disagree with this 
statement have an obligation to the membership to discuss printing costs of bound versus 
unbound and the effect on membership dues. With a card-cover binding P-W would be a 
much more useful publication than it is at present. The CD volume is not the answer as it 
has not been updated for several years and not every member has a computer. 

2) In the P-W issue (page 320) for September 15, 2001, Bill Eckberg asks that proof be given 
that more than one press was ever used for cent or half cent coinage prior to 1815. This 
is, of course, easily shown for dates after 1815 (e g. one pre-1820 delivery indicates a 
daily average of 40,000 cents). Mint records for first quarter of 1800 show that 1,566,000 
cents were struck and delivered by the coining department. On January 8, 1800, Director 
Boudinot stated in writing that. 

"From the late arrangements with regard to supplies of copper planchets, for the 
coinage of cents, there is no doubt but that one press, equal to the coining of 
14,000 per day, may be kept in constant operation." 

Given the usual number of coining days in a quarter, at most about 1.1 million pieces could be 
struck using a single press. The 1800 first quarter mintage noted above shows more than 
450,000 cents beyond that figure. The required proof has now been given. 

The latest issue of P-W (January 15, 2002) has an article by Ron Manley which requires 
comment on a number of points; 

3) Considerable ink is spilled attempting to prove that the Mint did not in fact melt any of the 
struck half cents. He shows that my figures for melted planchets and coins may have 
become switched at some point, which is of course quite possible; however, the figures 
were taken from official mint records, some of which have clearly not been used by Mr. 
Manley. He then proceeds to show that 400,000 half cents were probably melted by a 
New York City merchant named Washington Cilley. (It is perhaps a minor inconvenience 
that he does not prove that any half cents were ever sent to Cilley.) Manley notes that 
cents are known to have been melted for copper and Cilley must, therefore, have done 
this, accounting for their loss. 
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It is, of course, true, as Manley notes (using Craig Sholley as a reference) that cents were 
sometimes melted for their copper. Sholley was, however, speaking primarily of the period 
around the War of 1812 when the supply of copper from abroad was interrupted and prices 
soared. In 1814, for example, the price of sheet copper in New York City was about 60 
cents per pound. This in turn meant a selective melting of cents and half cents in those 
areas where copper was urgently needed in the manufacturing sector. It did not apply in 
regions where there was no need for bulk copper. 

Copper coins after 1795 were issued by the Mint at the legally mandated rate of 41.67 
cents per pound. With an 1814 price of 60 cents in New York, it is not difficult to 
understand why large numbers of old coppers were melted. This of course has 
implications for selective melting of varieties and dates, thus skewing modern attempts to 
determine mintages for dates and varieties. 

Mr. Manley neglects to tell us that in 1832, the year now in question, the price of sheet 
copper in New York City was 22.5 cents per pound. However, even that figure is too high 
and the true price would have been about 17 cents because Cilley would have melted the 
coins and turned them into ingots, not sheets. (The copper prices have been taken from 
published tables; several such tables are readily available to researchers but the ones used 
here are from ‘Historical Statistics of the United States - Colonial Times to 1970* published 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce.) 

Let us assume that Cilley actually obtained the half cents. He paid for them at the rate of 
more than 41 cents a pound but could have purchased ingot copper at about 17 cents. 
However, if he obtained the half cents and wanted just copper, it would have been 
necessary to melt the coins and cast them into ingots. Including costs of transportation and 
melting he had now lost more than 25 cents a pound. His $2000 investment was now 
worth roughly $800, not exactly a quick profit. I think we can safely assume that Mr. Cilley 
did not melt any half cents. 

As an aside, the word which could not be read in the Cilley letter is "pistareens," the 
debased two reales coins struck in Spain and which circulated in the early United States at 
20 cents. This term is commonly seen in early Mint letters and ledgers. 

4) Mr. Manley also discusses the "official" delivery of the 1834 half cent planchets to the 
coiner. He claims that I may have used the wrong date, which is possible as there are 
several such deliveries in 1834 and 1835 of about the same weight. However, he misses 
the point entirely. The official delivery date in this case has little to do with when the 
planchets were actually received in the coining rooms. It is highly likely that they were on 
hand in the coining department within a matter of days after being unloaded at the docks. 
The point to be made here is that, depending upon the situation. Mint records are often 
bookkeeping entries to cover past actions. An example of this would be the first delivery of 
cents in 1816 by the coiner (February 27); all of the coins in question had been shipped 
from the Mint before being officially record as leaving the coiner's possession. 

5) Mr. Manley has also confused (page 9) the authors of the relevant mint reports. Samuel 
Moore was responsible for the reports of 1824 through 1834, not 1835 as stated. That for 
1835 was actually completed at the end of the year but sent off to Washington in early 
January 1836. The report for 1835 was thus prepared by Robert M. Patterson, not Samuel 
Moore, because the latter had been replaced by Patterson in early July 1835. 
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Bill Eckberg & Ron Manley write, 

In a letter elsewhere in this issue that was written in response to a request by one of us 
(1) that any evidence that half cents or cents were struck on more than one press before 1815 
be presented, R.W. Julian writes of the cent deliveries of 1800, "Mint records for the first 
quarter of 1800 show that 1,566,000 cents were struck and delivered . . . Given the usual 
number of coining days in a quarter, at most about 1.1 million pieces could be struck using a 
single press. The 1800 first quarter mintage noted above shows more than 450,000 cents 
beyond that figure. The required proof has now been given." 

Unfortunately, Mr. Julian's conclusion rests on the assumption that all of the cents 
delivered in the first quarter of 1800 were struck during that quarter. That assumption is 
demonstrably incorrect. First, the Mint did not generally keep records of striking dates. It kept 
records of delivery dates. These often did not correspond, so it is impossible based only on 
Mint records to tell when many early copper coins were struck. As we show here, many of the 
cents delivered in the first quarter of 1800 were struck before 1800. 

That it is absurd to equate striking dates with delivery dates in 1 800 can easily be seen 
from the following illustration. Breen (2) lists deliveries of 258,000 on March 19, 158,000 on 
March 21 and 393,000 on March 24. As one press could strike 14,000 cents a day, the March 
24 delivery represents almost exactly 28 press-days of work. The Mint had only five presses in 
1800. Even if all five were used simultaneously on cents from March 21-24, only about half of 
this delivery could have been produced. 

However, the proof that may of these cents were struck before the end of 1 799 comes 
from the information that the Mint had on hand only about 1 ,200,000 planchets at the beginning 
of 1800 (2). This is within a few percent of the number of cents Julian claims could have been 
struck in the first quarter, but these planchets were nearly all the Mint had for the entire first half 
of the year. The only other copper it had from which to strike cents was some sheet copper 
purchased from Jacob Eckfeldt, from which 5,670 cents were delivered on June 7. 

Nevertheless, Mint records show official deliveries of 1,873,742 cents during the first 
half of 1 800 (3). Since it lacked the copper to strike more than about two-thirds of that number, 
the rest MUST have been struck before the beginning of the year. Breen, himself, recognized 
that many of the cents delivered in the first quarter of 1800 must have been struck in 1799 (see 
his table on p. 548). Proof needs to be clear and convincing. Julian's is neither as it depends 
on a false assumption. "The required proof has most definitely NOT been given. 

When did the Mint begin using two presses to strike cents or half cents? We can be 
certain that this did not happen before 1806. Breen quotes the Mint Director's 1806 report: "It 
will be observed that but little has been done in the coinage of copper during the last year. 
This was owing to the cent press requiring a new screw and other repairs, which it was not 
easy to procure, and besides, it was seldom that a hand could be spared, for this purpose, from 
the more urgent business of the Mint". Since nearly 500,000 planchets were on hand, Breen 
concludes "this is evidence that none of the Mint's other four presses could have struck cents". 
We agree with Breen and find no basis to conclude otherwise. 

Until late 1809, nearly all half cent varieties are die-chained. It is possible that two 
presses were used to strike the last two varieties of that year since they are not die-chained, 
but this cannot be proved either way. We have previously shown that the 1 809 deliveries can 
be related to the surviving population without the need to resort to the notion that two presses 
were in use (4). For 1811 the varieties are die-chained; from 1829-57 either the varieties are 
die-chained or there is a single variety for each year. From 1825, Mint records only list 
quarterly (or yearly) deliveries, so they cannot be used to analyze the number of presses that 
may have been in use to strike half cents. The only dates that conceivably could have been 
struck simultaneously on two presses are 1809 (last two varieties only), 1826 or 1828, but 
there is no evidence they were. 
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For cents, the issue is less clear. Through 1807, the varieties are generally die- 
chained. Beginning with 1808, each variety has a unique obverse and reverse die. One 
possible interpretation is that these varieties were emitted in parallel. It is, therefore, possible 
that two presses were used to strike cents beginning in 1808. However, we are aware of no 
evidence supporting this possibility. 

There is no evidence that two presses were used to strike cents in 1800. Indeed, there 
is documentary evidence to the contrary. There is no evidence that two presses were ever 
used to strike half cents. 

References 

1. Eckbero. W.R.. Pennv-Wise XXXV (2001) 319. 

2. Breen, W., Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of Early United States Cents 1793-1814 . Bowers 
and Merena Galleries, Wolfeboro, NH (2000) pp. 547-548. 

3. Treasurer of the Mint: Receipts for Copper Coins. Autographic. (1800). 

4. Eckberg. W.R., Pennv-Wise XXXIV (2000) 324. 


AND Ron Manley adds, in a later letter. 

An official inventory describes 452,500 half cents "on hand" at the Mint on January 29, 
1837. Three years later, the Mint had distributed only an additional 50,300 half cents. This 
shows that little demand existed for half cents in the 1830's. The 1825-1835 half cents mintage 
totaled 2,085,200 pieces. Mint distribution records are fragmentary or missing from 1832-1836. 
However, Mr. Julian has reported that 1,149,000 pieces were distributed from 1826-1831 and 
1833-1834. Thus, we can calculate that 483,700 half cents left the Mint in 1832, 1835-1836, 
and the first month of 1 837. Distribution records for 1 834 and later years imply that almost all 
of these left the Mint in 1832. This "proves" Cilley's order for 400,000 half cents was filled. 
With its large inventory of half cents, his order would have been seen by the Mint as a 
godsend. 

Mr. Julian never proposed a reason why a merchant would have requested 400,000 
half cents from the Mint in 1832 - if not for the copper. He claimed that "including costs of 
transportation and melting", Cilley's "$2000 investment" would have been worth "roughly $800" 
after converting half cents to ingots. Yet transportation costs of copper used for manufacturing 
are inherent. Thus, such costs would have a similar effect on profits - regardless of what form 
the copper was purchased in. A coppersmith would have had little need to make ingots. After 
all, ingots must be melted before they can be turned into manufactured goods. With their 
greater surface area, half cents would melt much faster than copper ingots. This would save 
time and energy - which, in business, is the same as saving money. Clearly, Cilley's profit in 
this venture came from the increased value of the products made. Cilley's order accounts for 
both the dates and number of half cents determined "missing" per survivor analysis. I stand by 
my conclusions. 

Mr. Julian suggests that I missed "the point entirely" regarding my finding that he 
reported the wrong date for delivery of Boulton planchets to the coining department. He had 
referred to this erroneous date on multiple occasions in print. My "point" was simply to correct 
the numismatic literature - nothing more. 

I thank Mr. Julian for his clarifications of the word "pistareens" and the author of the 
1835 Mint report. These are minor points, however. I regret that he chose not to make them 
earlier, since I had solicited his comments pre-publication. 

♦ * * 
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Greg and Lisa Heim write, 


We will be unable to attend this year's EAC Convention. Mike Packard has graciously agreed 
to coordinate the Happening on site. We want to thank Mike publicly for volunteering his 
services. We ask that you give him all of your support to make the Happening a wonderful 
evening. 


Ken Cable-Camilleis writes, 

Here's dropping you a line letting you know that I haven't forgotten about you and the 
rest of the EAC. I'm still very much a member. I stopped submitting articles to Penny-Wise 
because it appeared I was not accomplishing my goals, usually only getting into pissing 
contests and neither getting answers to questions I'd asked nor any constructive feedback on 
thoughts or theories I'd advanced, some based on extensive market research. Rather, the 
original intent of an article was often distorted by a rebuttal which went off on a tangent far 
removed from the core concept. 

I still read with keen interest all the P-W articles, and I have some ideas related to Ron 
Manley's recent articles on the 1825-35 half cents. As a former mathematician, I also 
appreciate Manley's and Bill Eckberg's chi-square analysis relative to the reported mintages. 
I've done similar statistical studies that lead me to suspect certain data in proportion to market 
presence. 

I'm still especially interested in how it came about that the U.S. Mint Report for 1836, 
not 1835, indicated 398,000 cents struck that year. For the longest time, knowing that these 
coins could not have been dated 1836, I was under the impression that it was 1835 and 
possibly earlier-dated pieces that comprised the supposed 1836 delivery. Now, as I 
understand, the general belief is that December 31, 1835, was the true delivery date. Although 
I am suspicious of that date, I won't get into that here. But I was quite disappointed that no one 
(except Craig Sholley in a negative way) gave me any feedback on the famed 1836 proofs, of 
which I am, perhaps extraordinarily, passionate. If any early U.S. copper is a mystery, this 
(along with the 1831 date) surely is. Lack of knowledge is understandable, but I know there 
are a number of premier proof half cent experts in EAC who should be able to communicate 
with me about the '36s. 

I would like to once again get back in touch as a contributor to P-W , and as soon as I 
can find the time I'll send you an article related to Manley's analysis. Meanwhile, any 
suggestions you may have would be very much appreciated. I've enclosed for you my new 
business card for correspondence. (You should recognize part of the logo!) 

I remain, &c., &c. Ken Cable 

P.S. I loved your introductory article in the January issue! As trivial as these late 19th & 20th 
century coins may seem to EAC members, they are often "the sparks that ignite the inner 
flame". I also started in numismatics collecting Lincoln cents in the early '60s, and spending $3 
for a "filler" was a big day for me! I'm 48, so I'm also of the "baby-boomer" generation. I can 
relate to it all. 


* * * 
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John Mullen writes, 


I need some help. 

I am seeking a mild silver dip solution - or commercial product, but not for use with 
silver coins. 

One of my great collecting passions, aside from the large coppers, is daguerreotypes, 
which are an early form of photograph made by coating a copper sheet with silver and some 
chemicals in order to capture an image. After processing, the "picture" is the image on the 
silver plating. With time, some of these images begin to tarnish, and the silver becomes black, 
obscuring the original picture. 

Depending on the preparation of the copper sheet, the silver coating may be very thin. 
Any attempt to wipe away the tarnish would probably result in a lost image. I have read that 
one may use a commercial product such as "Dip It" to remove the tarnish, but I have no idea 
how harsh (strong) this product may be. 

I am seeking the advice of members of EAC who may have used a solution - 
commercial or other - to remove silver tarnish from coins that is a mild product. 

I would appreciate hearing from any member who can advise me regarding this 
problem. 


Mike Harper writes. 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts - in your Reminiscent Mood. They take me back 
40 years - sorting change from my paper route - eyeing an old buffalo and wondering if the 
date would have all four digits, and maybe an S or D! Maybe that's why I like eBay - is it really 
an AU++? You never know until you open the envelope - but interpreting the scan, the write- 
up, getting to know the seller - 

Anyway, thanks for showing a little emotion. That's what hasn't changed. 


SWAPS AND SALES 

EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, 
AND PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page 
ad is $100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. 
Ads should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in 
the May 15, 2002, issue is April 30, 2002. All ads must include the individual membership 
number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. 
Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Pennv-Wise . does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Pennv-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no part shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between 
the parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to 
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the President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgment, 
suspension, or terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 


What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY; Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 
and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, 
and Sheldon, but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which 

can be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for 
checking. Your pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute 
pt63SUr0 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


************* 


What others think of "The CENT Book": Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature 
published since Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn't leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which 
is what I would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice 

touch and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book:" ad in this section. 


*♦***★*****♦* 


JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 P.O. Box 25817 Portland, OR 97298 

(503) 626-1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? Noll It's a series of early coppers that weaves one through the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner, the world's most informative and entertaining price list of the 18th 
Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US 
related colonials (i.e., Washington pieces. Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by 
large cent collectors for over half a century! 


*♦***★★*♦**★* 
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CHARLES DAVIS, EAC #142 


P.O. Box 547 


Wenham, MA 01984 


Sole distributor for United States Large Cents by William Noyes. 


Volume I (1793 - 1814) & Volume II (1816 - 1839) 
Volume I not available separately: Volume II only 
Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents S-1 to S-91 


$240.00 postpaid 
$ 85.00 postpaid 
$ 65.00 postpaid 


*********** 


PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC #425 
Phone (360) 240-8366 


PO Box 1288 


Coupeville, WA 98239 
flan@whidbey.net 


BRITISH TOKENS of the 18th century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is of a 
similar size to U.S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually 
appears in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 
major credit cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there's absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! 
Send for our free list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We 
also have many books on the subject which I'm sure you'll agree, makes collecting much more 
fun and interesting. Call me right now at 1-800-613-8731 for your copy! 


I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This includes the 
variety designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net grade. 
This info will be placed on a personalized 2x2 card to accompany each coin. Price for the 
service is $1 per coin, plus return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Please note I am sold out of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857 . 
Estimated publication date for the third edition is 2002. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 


EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790's; British tokens and books about them. We 
publish Dalton and Hamer, distribute the new 19th century copper token reference and stay in 
close touch with the British token market. We offer hundreds of 18th century "Conder" tokens 
each year as well as other series including 19th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold 
tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of-print and important books and 
catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

ALLAN DAVISSON, EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320)685-3835 FAX (320) 685 - 8636 Email: davcoin@aol.com 


************* 


ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 


(407) 321 - 8747 


************* 


************* 
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TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 


PO Box 390001 


Omaha, NE 68139 
(402) 895 - 3065 


1793 S-lla R-4+ Sharpness XF40 NetVF30 $14,000 Wreath-Vine and 
Bars. Medium brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. Cleaned and recolored many, many years 
ago. Some very minor hairlines that take a 10X glass to see. Small reverse rim bruise at 5:30. 
Tiny reverse rim nick at 8:30. Some minor planchet striations on lower reverse. A new 
discovery in France that arrived in this country in mid-February. An important piece that is 
Condition Census #9. AVERAGE 

1842 N7 R-3+ Sharpness AU50 NetXF45 $310 Large Date. Medium brown 
with smooth, frosty surfaces with 5% mint red on the reverse. Some very minor circ. Marks. 
Ancient, faint pin scratch between stars 809. AVERAGE+ 

Send name and address to receive free price lists. 


HARRY RESCIGNO, EAC #983 


P0 415 


Newfoundland, NJ 07435 


Free list e-mailed upon request. 

Auction catalogues for sale: ($3.00 P&H) E 

Kagin's: Van Cleave LC's; 584 lots of LC's. Very fine; PRL 

Stack's: Herman Halperin LC's. Mar. '88. 744 lots of LC's. F. 

Stack's: Floyd Starr LC's. June '84. 893 lots of LC's New. PRL 

Superior: Robinson Brown II, Jan '96. 685 lots, VF, PRL 

Superior: Gilbert Steinberg LC's, Sept. '96, New, PRL 

Superior: Chalkey Coll. Jan.'90. 137 HC's, 1050 Lc's PRL 

Superior: Matthews LC's. May ' 89, 778 lots of LC's. VF. 

Superior: Ruby III, Feb '75, 327 lots of LC's, Fine, PRL 


■Mail: rescigs@nji.com 

$ 15 
$25 
$20 
$ 15 
$ 10 
$ 15 
$ 15 
$ 10 


PETER SETIAN, EAC #3529 


Box 570 


Large Cents for sale. All are average to choice. 

Write for complete descriptions and prices on any interested pieces: 


Wilbraham, MA 01095 
e-mail: Setcoin@mail.com 


1842 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1853 

1854 

N8 VF 

N9 F 

N15 VF 

N8 VF 

N25 VF(2) 

N26 VG 

1847 

N21 VG 

N16 F 

N9 XF 

N26 XF 

1856 

N15 F 

N23 VF+ 

N17 VF, XF 

Nil XF 

1854 

N1 AU 

1848 

1852 

N18 VF 

N12 XF 

N9 VF 

N2 VF, XF 

N41 F 

N1 VF 

N20 VF 

N14 XF 

N10 VF+ 

N6 VF 

1849 

N3 XF, VF 

1853 

N15 VF 

N12 VF 

N10 XF, AU 

N4 VG 

N7 VF 

N1 VF 

N22 XF 

N13 VF 

Nil XF 


Nil F 

N6 VF 

N24 F,VF,XF 

N20 XF-AU 



1855 
N9 XF 


ir'kitit'icie'k'ir'kieir'k-fe 


FRED MEYRATH, EAC #942 255 Selkirk Lane Duluth, GA 30097 

Large Cents 1816-1857. All coins attributed and graded by Bob Grellman. Over 100 coins 
available; R1 thru R4. I have had all coins over 20 years. If interested, send for list. 
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GARY A. TRUDGEN 


1729 Terrace Drive 


Vestal, NY 13850 


FOR SALE: 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY - Nelson 2 

VF. Rarity-3 variety. Pleasing light brown surfaces. The obverse is smooth and somewhat 
glossy while the reverse exhibits some minor porosity. Typical flat strike resulting in weakness 
in the device centers and left-side of the obverse legend. Centered strike with full legends and 
date. Nice specimen accompanied with old ANACS certification papers. $130.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. 


************* 

HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 PO Box 2018 Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979 - 1942 


1804 S-266C ANACS40 EAC# 35/30 Ex Milton Holmes Coll. Steel brown $4,740 

1828 N-10 Small Date PCGAAU-50 Superior 2/1 8/01:2401 355 

1830 Small Letters VF-35 Sharpness EF/AU Superior 2/1 8/01:2411 unsold 3250 

1830 N6 Small Letters VF-20 PCGS/EAQ20 Superior 2/18^)1:241 2 325 

1838 N-14 PCI F-12 Or^y 7 krcwn with the large cud obverse Superior 2/01:2450 1,750 

1838 N-16 PCGS VF-30 EAC:VF-30 CC7 Decent example of R5 plus variety Sup. 2462 1,150 

1839 N-1 PCGS VF-20 LDS State III Bisecting break, sharp overdate. Sup. 2453 2,150 

Postage, any order, $5.00 


************* 

RON MANLEY, EAC #3909 300 Turnberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: "The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793-1857" 

This 300 page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award and 
the 1999 NLG "Best U.S. Coin Book" Award. Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new 
and updated information on all business strike half cent varieties. Separate obverse and 
reverse descriptions are provided for each die state. Also included are over 250 plated die 
states, emission sequence revisions, rarity estimates, reverse rotation data for each variety, 
references to major copper sales, blundered edge examples, and more. Large photographs (3- 
inch diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter for die states). 

$75.00, postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 


BILL MCKIVOR, EAC #4180 PO Box 46135 Seattle, WA 98146 

BmcKivor@iuno.com or CoPDerman@Thecoppercorner. com (206) 244 - 8345 

Dealer in quality tokens at reasonable prices. Specialist in English "Conder" tokens. Evasions, 
19th Century tokens, unofficial farthings, historical medals, and more. 

Cobwright's book on Evasion Tokens available at $27 postpaid. 

Many EACer's receive my free lists - get yours today. 

Also - a work in progress - my new WEB SITE - www.Thecoppercorner.com. 

************* 
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The Common Cents Report is foi- YOU 

> Cutoff date for May 2002 issue is 20 April 02 < 

Common Cents is a free semi-annual report published in November and May of each 
year. It is dedicated to establishing a census of Late Date Varieties and to provide some 
insight into the availability of each variety type. Currently we have 50+ collections with over 
10,100 specimens listed and growing. All Late Date collections are welcome whether you only 
have a couple of varieties or nearing completion. The only prerequisite is that you are an EAC 
member in good standing. Copies are limited to members and your privacy is insured as no 
part of your address is published. 

To join, either use the variety data sheet published in the July 2000 PW issue or mail/e- 
mail a list of each variety with the highest grade you have for that variety. I will respond 
to/acknowledge all submissions immediately with a status of where your collection places 
within the group and a copy of our latest issue. Deadline for new collection submissions or 
updates is two weeks prior to publication date. 

Common Cents - Fred Iska, EAC #3124, 236 E. Rooney Ave., Appleton, MN 56208 

fiskra@fedtel.net 

************* 


CHUCK FURJANIC, EAC #249 
972-594-7802 


PO Box 165892 
1-800-882-4825 


Irving, TX 75016 
FAX 972-257-1785 


WEB SITE; golfforallages.com EMAIL: furjanic@directlink.net 

BUYING ALL LARGE CENTS: 1 793 to 1 814 in AG-2 to F-1 5 

YES, I will buy CORRODED, PITTED and DAMAGED coins as well as CHOICE. 
BUYING ALL LARGE CENTS: 1816 to 1857 in ALL GRADES 

BUYING ALL HALF CENTS: 1 793 to 1 857 in ALL GRADES 


************* 


SHAWN A. YANCEY, EAC #4647 

1797 C3b lettered edge half cent wanted for my personal collection. Will pay top dollar. 
Please offer to me at (417) 862 - 9534 daytime, or iDy e-mail at 
aggie 1 993@prodigy . net. 


************* 


EUGENE STERNLICHT. EAC #2131 9441 Evergreen, #306 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 


Superior Jack H. Robinson Collection, January 1989, deluxe hardbound catalogue $ 185 
with 40 photographic plates, near mint 

Stack's Americana January 2000, offering 283 different Connecticuts, VF $ 22 

Bowers and Ruddy John W. Adams Collection of 1794s, price list inc.. Fine $ 20 

Superior, February 1974, Charles Ruby Collection, deluxe black flex covers, from Bass $ 29 
library lot #1097, VF 

Roger Cohen, American Half Cents, 1971 first edition, VF $ 21 

Shipping $4 per order. 

************* 
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JESSE PATRICK, EAC #230 


Box 3486 


Santa Rosa, CA 95402 


1,000 Tokens with your reverse lettering, 650.00 ppd. For serifed letters add an additional 
$30.00. All tokens are 1 1/16" diameter and struck on copper coated zinc planchets like 
modern U.S. Cents. Dies available for the obverse of your token at no extra charge include: 
CHAIN CENT - 1794 CENT - HAWAIIAN CENT - 1793 HALF CENT - FUGIO CENT - 1854 
FLYING EAGLE PATTERN - 1792 SILVER CENTER CENT - CONNECTICUT COPPER - 
MORMON LION $5.00 - OREGON BEAVER $10.00 - Or whatever you wish on orders over 
2500 pieces. 

~ RECOMMENDED ~ Sample pack of 10 different obverses including one silver piece 
$25.00, cost applicable to any new order for 1 ,000 tokens. 


* ************ 


ALAN V. WEINBERG, EAC #1899 23321 Aetna Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

e-mail: larislw@aol.com (818)348-3749 

I am interested in acquiring ANY 1793 Wreath Cent (except S-6 and S-llc) in choice, true EF- 
40 to AU-58 (not "slab grade"). Well struck, good color, flawless fields, no rim dings. I will pay 
CQR "choice" +++. Particularly want Sheldon 5 Wreath in true 40 or better. 

Also want 1652 Massachusetts colonial silver coinage - Oak & Pine Tree. EF-40 or better, full 
undipped flan, well-struck and problem free. Particularly need OT 6 and 3 pence. 

I also collect "Old West" and "Deep South" old saloon and military fort trade tokens, silver 
Indian peace and pre-1900 American historical, agricult/mechanical gold and silver medals. 

★ *★★★******★* 


ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC #2502 3462 Beekman Place Rd. Sarasota, FL 34235 

e-mail: rzavos@hotmail.com 

I have the following Copper related auction catalogues for sale. All are softbound and in fine 
condition or better, except as noted: 

1975 New York EAC Convention Catalogue, Pine Tree; Connecticut Collection; catalogued 
by Walter Breen, xpri; cover slightly loose; a few price notes, otherwise good condition. 
$45 

1976 Washington EAC Convention Catalogue, Pine Tree; Colonials, State Coinage; 
catalogued by Breen, Munson, et al; pri $20. 

Kagins; Philip Van Cleave Collection; 1/30 - 2/1/1986; xprI $15 
Merkin; Louis Helfenstein Large Cents; 8/14/1964; prI $15 

New Netherlands/Seaby; Superb early Large Cents (Naftzger); 11/14 - 15/1973; pri $15 
Stacks; Richard Picker Collection; Oct. 24, 1984; pri $20 

Prl=prices realized, x=copy; add $2per shipment for postage. 

************* 


CVM 

Chris Victor-McCawley, EAC #1 394 
Write or call for free illustrated catalog of 
Large cents, half cents, and colonials. 
(405) 341 - 221 3 wvtfw.uscents.com 

P.O. Box 2967 Edmond, OK 73083 
************* 
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NOW AVAILABLE 


THE DIE VARIETIES 
OF 

UNITED STATES 


LARGE CE^^TS 



• Completely revised 

• All known die varieties included 

• Collectible die states described with separate rarity ratings 

• Over 100 photos of rare varieties and die states 

• 464 pages on quality glossy paper 

• Hardbound using durable sewn binding 

• $100 postpaid. Immediate delivery. 


Bob Grellman, EAC #575 

P.O. Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 
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Give him/her a 

SOCIAL gi<PT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 



Superior Copper! 

Unprecedented Offering... 

Pre-Long Beach Sale June 2, 3 & 4 2002 













Superior Galleries and McCawley-Grellman are proud to offer 
The Robinson Brown Collection III of Late Date Large Cents (1840-1857). 
The finest and most complete collection ever assembled... 


Order Your Catalogue Today, caii (800)421-0754 or (310)203-9855. 


Also offered in our June Sale, The Bill Weber Collection of Half Cents. 
Simply, the finest collection of Half Cents to be offered at auction in Docades! 


1844 Newcomb-4 R1+ 1847 Newcomb-43 R8+ 

MS65+ Red. F15. Unique. 


1848 Newcomb-3 R2 MS64+ 
Repunched Date. 


1848 Newcomb-18 R4+ 
MS64. Finest Known. 


1848 Newcomb-39 R5+ 
MS62. Choice RB. 


Offered in this collection are well over 500 mint state examples from MS60 thru MS67+. 


1794 C-7 


1794 C-9 


1803 C-1 


1804 C-1 


1804 C-11 


1804 C-1 2 


1805 C-2 


1805 C-3 


1806 C-2 


1807 C-1 


1808 C-3 


1848 Newcomb-46 R8 
VG7. Semi-Unique. 


1849 Newcomb-25 R7+ 
F12. Extremely Rare. 


1850 Newcomb-20 R6 
MS60+. Finest Known. 


1851 Newcomb-44 R7+ 
EF40. Extremely Rare 
-The "Pillowed Dies" Variety. 


1 854 Newcomb-30 R7 
MS60. Extremely Rare. 



9478 W. Olympic Blvd. 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212-4246 
tel (310) 203-9855 
fax (310) 203-0496 
www.superiorgalleries.com 


Superior Galleries 

BEVERLY HILLS 

A Subsidiary of Tangible Asset Galleries, Inc., a publicly traded company:' 


The Copper Experts^^ 

, SUPERIOR 

McCawleY'Greliman 





